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As indicated in these data compiled 
in the Outdoor Foundation’s Special 
Report on Youth, emphasis needs to be 
placed on getting the parents involved 
in outdoor activities, in order to obtain 
greater youth participation. Other 
efforts should not be discounted, as 
all contribute, but the role parents play 
must be given additional focus. 

What is hard to tell from the charts is 
whether school programs are low in 
impact because few exist, or whether 
they are low in impact because 
programs can’t follow-up and make 
experiences actually happen outside of 
the classroom.
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All Males Females

1. Parents 75% 75% 77%

2. Brothers, sisters, or other relatives 36% 34% 39%

3. Friends 33% 34% 32%

4. Myself – no one else influenced me 13% 13% 12%

5. Community program – Boy Scouts, YMCA,
neighborhood program, etc.

13% 13% 12%

6. School program 12% 11% 14%

ages
6-12

All Males Females

1. Parents 64% 65% 63%

2. Friends 44% 46% 43%

3. Brothers, sisters, or other relatives 26% 26% 27%

4. Myself – no one else influenced me 20% 20% 20%

5. School program 12% 11% 12%

6. Community program – Boy Scouts, YMCA,
neighborhood program, etc.

10% 13% 5%

ages
13-17

C H A P T E R  F O U R

Inputs

Data Collection:

•	 Professionals survey
•	 General Public online survey
•	 Forum
•	 Published reports
•	 Published Needs Analysis from  

KS Communities
•	 Committee critique

Professional Input: A survey of practicing public agency 
professionals at all levels of government was conducted to 
elicit opinions on the salience of issues, as well as opinions on 
appropriate service levels.

Secondary studies: Relevant results from published studies 
and reports on outdoor recreation demand/use and related 
strategic reports and planning documents were provided 
for committee review and liberally utilized throughout the 
compilation of this report.

Public Input: Three approaches were utilized to elicit input 
from the general public:

Community Recreation Needs Analysis Surveys – (A number 
of Kansas communities have recently conducted needs 
analysis studies.) Rather than duplicate these efforts, this 
report includes comparisons of results from several questions 
from a number of these studies on issues relevant to this 
report (Wichita, Ottawa, Gardner, Olathe and Topeka).

An online survey – was developed and advertised statewide 
via a KDWPT news release and via the SCORP steering 
committee’s network. This survey was designed to elicit 
public opinion on outdoor recreation issues, paying particular 
attention to self-defined user categories. 

An online forum/blog was similarly advertised and hosted for  
4 weeks on 4 different outdoor recreation topics.

Open ended input – Identified user groups and associations 
were notified and asked to provide open ended input on 
perceived outdoor recreation issues facing their members. 

Listening to the Public and Professionals

Who influences children’s decisions to
participate in outdoor activities?




