
AGENDA 
KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE, PARKS & TOURISM 

COMMISSION MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING 
Thursday, August 20, 2015 

Kansas Wetlands Education Center 
592 NE K156 Hwy, Great Bend, KS 

 
I.  CALL TO ORDER AT 1:00 p.m.  
 
II.  INTRODUCTION OF COMMISSIONERS AND GUESTS 
 
III.  ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS TO AGENDA ITEMS 
 
IV.  APPROVAL OF THE June 18, 2015 MEETING MINUTES 
 
V.  GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 
VI.  DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
 A. Secretary’s Remarks 
 

1. Agency and State Fiscal Status (Robin Jennison) 
   
 B. General Discussion  
 

1. Big Game Regulations (Lloyd Fox) 
 

2. Falconry Request (Kevin Jones) 
 

3. 2013 Kansas Licensed Angler Survey (Susan Steffen) 
 
4. Economics of Outdoor Recreation (Robin Jennison) 

 
C. Workshop Session   

 
  1. Wildlife Fees (Mike Miller) 
 
  2. 2016 Turkey Regulations (Jeff Prendergast) 
  
  3.  Park Regulations (Linda Lanterman) 
 
  4. Fishing Regulations (Doug Nygren) 
    
VII. RECESS AT 5:00 p.m. 
 
VIII. RECONVENE AT 6:30 p.m. 
 
IX.  RE-INTRODUCTION OF COMMISSIONERS AND GUESTS 
 
X.  GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 
XI.  DEPARTMENT REPORT 



 
 C.  Workshop (continued) 
   
  5. Duck Zone Boundaries (Tom Bidrowski) 
  
 D. Public Hearing 
 

1. Late Migratory Bird Seasons (Tom Bidrowski) 
 

2. Secretary’s Order-Free Park Entrance (Linda Lanterman) 
 
XII. OLD BUSINESS 
 
XIII. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 A. Future Meeting Locations and Dates 
 
XIV. ADJOURNMENT 
 
If necessary, the Commission will recess on August 20, 2015, to reconvene August 21, 2015, at 9:00 a.m., at the same 
location to complete their business.  Should this occur, time will be made available for public comment. 
If notified in advance, the department will have an interpreter available for the hearing impaired.  To request an 
interpreter call the Kansas Commission of Deaf and Hard of Hearing at 1-800-432-0698.  Any individual with a disability 
may request other accommodations by contacting the Commission Secretary at (620) 672-5911. 

       The next commission meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 22, 2015 at Coffey County Library- Burlington, 410 
Juniatta St. Burlington, KS. 
 

 



Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism 
Commission Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 
Fort Hays State University – Robbins Center 

One Tiger Place, Hays, Kansas 
Subject to  

Commission 
Approval  

 
 
The June 18, 2015 meeting of the Kansas Wildlife, Parks and Tourism Commission was called to 
order by Chairman Gerald Lauber at 1:00 p.m. at FHSU Robbins Center, Hays. Chairman Lauber 
and Commissioners Don Budd, Gary Hayzlett, Roger Marshall and Aaron Rider were present. 
 
II.   INTRODUCTION OF COMMISSIONERS, STAFF AND GUESTS   
 
The Commissioners and Department staff introduced themselves (Attendance roster - Exhibit A).  
 
III.  ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS TO AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Sheila Kemmis – There have been multiple versions of the agenda; the current one is on the 
handout table. The latest additions include 2016 Turkey Regulations to General Discussion and 
Aquatic Nuisance Species to the Workshop Session. 
 
IV.  APPROVAL OF THE April 23, 2015 MEETING MINUTES    
 
Commissioner Gary Hayzlett moved to approve the minutes as corrected, Commissioner Aaron 
Rider second. Approved. (Minutes – Exhibit B).  
 
V.   GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS    
 
Titus Plomaritis – Presentation and request to allow falconers in Kansas to hunt like on the video 
(video presentation on TV). Video illustrates the method of falconry showing birds of prey 
(diurnal and nocturnal) vs. blacktail jackrabbit (nocturnal quarry) and shows that the blacktail is 
not frozen or disoriented by the light (handout - Exhibit C). 
Chairman Lauber – What is it you are asking us to do? Plomaritis – Hunt hares 24-hrs a day with 
hat light and use UTV like coon hunters do. Lauber – Have a coyote hunter who wants to hunt 
coyotes at night; falconry is not a large group and requires a lot of commitment; want staff to 
weigh-in first, but personally don’t have any problem with it. It does open the door for the 
unlawful hunters. Tymeson – Are you limiting to just the hare? Hunting outside normal hours, 
use of light and use of vehicle we would have to think about. Do you know of any other states 
that allow this? Plomaritis – Texas does. There is no prohibition in federal falconry laws; the 
problem is when you hunt small game within a state. Flight of hawk is controlled by the light. It 
is safer to hunt the hawks at night, takes away top ten problems with hunting falcons in the day. 
Commissioner Budd – Who is in charge of falconry now? Tymeson – It is the Wildlife Section. 
My suggestion is to have Kevin take a look at this with the Wildlife Section and come back with 
some recommendations. Plomaritis – I hunt right now under depredation permit on farmers who 



have called me. I shut off the light if she is on the wrong prey. Commissioner Budd – What is 
number one unintended target? Plomaritis – The cottontail. Chairman Lauber – We will have law 
enforcement and wildlife review this and come back with something. 
 
Ken Kreif – Recently attended a course out in Utah, thank you for readdressing looking at 
aquatic nuisance species. 
 
Steve Wood, Hays – Thanks for making crossbow process work in Kansas; it works very well. I 
think Lloyd Fox would have data on that. 
 
VI.  DEPARTMENT REPORT   
  
 A.  Secretary’s Remarks  
 
  1. Agency and State Fiscal Status – Robin Jennison, Secretary, presented this update to 
the Commission (Exhibits D, E). I will make a couple of comments about state fiscal status 
before I talk about the agency. It was an historic legislative session with significant issues to deal 
with. The Governor passed reduction in income taxes two years ago and deficit for budget this 
year, finally passed budget and taxes. Budget envisioned to have $50 million cut of budget with 
vetoes and allotments throughout the year. This will likely not affect the wildlife side of the 
agency, but Tourism and Parks receive some EDIF funds, and this may affect them. We came 
out fairly well, but we did lose transportation money late in the session, which could affect 
maintenance in the parks. Agency fiscal state: May Park Fee Fund is down because of several 
reasons that Linda may address. Current year is well ahead of previous years. We bottomed out 
in Park Fee Fund, but that was above the highest point it was in previous years (low point above 
high point in previous year). Some changes in revenue and significant changes in management 
that contribute to the Park Fee Fund graph. FY2014 was not a good year for Wildlife Fee Fund, 
sales from a variety of licenses, but returning to normal; best revenue so far since 2011. 
Commissioner Marshall – More turkey sold in April? What accounts for large increase? Jennison 
– That is when the deer permit applications come in and we have to return those funds when they 
are not successful in the draw. Cindy Livingston – That is nonresident deer permit applications. 
 
  2. 2015 Legislative Update – Chris Tymeson, chief legal counsel, presented this update 
to the Commission. This is the end of first year of two-year cycle for the legislature so the bills 
that didn’t make it through this year, unless they were gutted, are still alive for next year. This 
has been a long and crazy year from perspective of keeping up with the bills. I track about 120 
bills a session, about 15 on our website, the rest affect employees, but not constituents in a direct 
manner. I follow firearms bills because our constituents typically have firearms. SB45 – Kansas 
is the sixth state to allow concealed carry without a permit, signed by Governor beginning of 
April. SB46 – Identification of domestic cervids, dealt with marking deer that entered or left 
premises alive, passed and was signed by Governor end of March. SB50 – Dealt with bed and 
breakfast tax valuations, didn’t go anywhere but is still alive for next year. SB59 – dealt with 
magistrate judges and their jurisdiction, flipped into another bill at end of year. It clarifies that 
magistrate judges could have jurisdiction over Wildlife, Parks and Tourism trials and charges, 
signed by Governor in HB2111 in May. SB97 – Dangerous regulated animals, attempt to water 
down current law to have contact with animals weighing less than 25 pounds, passed Senate, still 



alive in House and is alive for next year. SB112 – dealt with citations issued by law enforcement, 
changing wording from “shall” to “may” issue citations; a minor tweak, but deal with a court 
case in Douglas County; passed Senate, rolled into other bills, bill did not pass. SB 112 was 
gutted so have to start over with that bill. SB114 – dealt with electronic licenses, so a person 
won’t have to forfeit phone or other electronic devices that contains license, did not make it, also 
gutted bill. SB120 – started out as land purchase exemption in SE Kansas, ultimately legislature 
agreed somewhat with strip pit purchases, but overall purchase reduced from 320 acres to 160 
acres without legislative approval; passed. SB132 – another dangerous regulated animals bill, but 
tightened the law on possession, did not get a hearing. SB134 – noxious weed law amendments 
and added agency to advisory council; did not go anywhere. SB169 – department initiative that 
would designate channel catfish as state fish, we are one of four states without a state fish; did 
not go anywhere. Commissioner Marshall – What committee was responsible for that? Tymeson 
– Senate Committee on Natural Resources; concern with wasting time on state symbols. SB178 - 
Valuation of agricultural land, not on our website, several attempts to raise property tax on 
agricultural land, coming out of Johnson county area, did get a hearing, but bill didn’t go 
anywhere. SB190 – provision in state prohibiting someone to operate a sailboat unless they had a 
boater education class, there can’t be two people on the sailboat at the same time, this would 
allow for instructor on boat nearby and would be an exemption, passed Senate, had hearing in 
House, but didn’t go anywhere, amended into SB274, as far as I can tell original bill is still alive 
for next year. Commissioner Marshall – Department supporting that? Tymeson – In beginning 
bill was allowing sail clubs to give classes and certificates, but those wouldn’t have been of any 
value at the national level and we worked through that part and department supports current 
form. SB 268 and SB 269 both came out of Sedgwick County. SB268 – would have allowed an 
exemption for stream maintenance in Kansas nongame and endangered species act, bill had a 
hearing in March. SB269 – to remove eastern spotted skunk from state threatened list, also had a 
hearing in March. Neither of these two went anywhere. SB274 – is the gutted bill I told you 
about, where sailboats were added that didn’t pass. HB2029 – dealt with identification of 
domesticated cervids, moved from senate bill 246. HB2087 – regulation of firearms dealers, 
essentially said couldn’t have a tax bill to regulate firearms dealers out of business. HB2074 – 
Concealed carry statutes from last year, people with juvenile convictions that put them on the 
federal level prohibited them from obtaining a conceal carry permit. Both of those went into 
conference committee report on HB2231 which ultimately passed late in the session. The 
concealed carry one basically set it back to what it was two years ago. HB2116 – official state 
fish bill, where we submitted first and it didn’t go anywhere. HB2117 – phase in boater 
education like hunter education, over period of time, a department initiative, had a hearing in 
House Ag and Natural Resources and didn’t go anywhere. HB2155 – not on our website but 
dealt with charitable gaming and raffles, amendment to constitution in November that allowed 
charitable raffles on the ballots so legislature came in to set up some ground rules, followed 
because of NGO partners that do charitable raffles; prior to that I think most people just turned a 
blind eye to it. HB2168 – companion to SB50 on taxes at bed and breakfasts, got below line on 
House general orders, but didn’t go anywhere. Several department bills got lumped together in 
HB2177 at the end of session, all of the bills that our department was trying to get through, 
SB112, SB113, SB190 (first two were law enforcement bills and third one was sailboat bill were 
all lumped together); this bill also included the antler bill (HB2341) which threw ten years of 
confiscated and forfeited antlers from criminal cases into limbo. Senate did not accept the 
conference committee report and bill was killed. Antler provision was so aggrieves to North 



American Model of Conservation, several of our partners helped us out with that as well. 
HB2293 – dangerous regulated animals, also was an attempt to tighten down that law. HB2327 – 
Make meteorite state rock, didn’t go anywhere, and could have been used to promote the state. 
HB2341 - Antler bill we talked about. At end of year several bills that dealt with budget funding 
and provisions versus classified versus unclassified caused consternation with employees, 
unclassified have no civil service protection, which did pass allowing supervisors to make some 
determinations as positions come open; and KPERS final salary, which didn’t go anywhere. 
Constitutional right to hunt fish and trap was introduced but didn’t have a hearing, expect big 
push next year. Commissioner Budd – How much support did that agricultural taxation bill get? 
Tymeson – It got a lot of talk, but not a lot of support. Commissioner Budd – How did it get 
there? Tymeson - Anyone can introduce a bill in committee, but this is the first time in 16 years I 
saw one not be accepted. It is a rural/urban divide on taxes, several attempts to raise real property 
taxes on agricultural land. Chairman Lauber – Regarding antler bill, could we donate or sell 
antlers we have? Tymeson – In general, or one particular set? Chairman Lauber – Donate the 
ones we have, those that are deemed to have value, I don’t feel people would be so pushy on this 
then. Tymeson – Retroactive is not just on one set of antlers. Jennison – That has been the policy 
of the agency on some antlers, we have always had a mechanism to release at auction. This 
particular case was a unique thing, time came for auction and wanted to know what we wanted to 
do with it, we decided not to sell any antlers to not be accused of trying to get under legislature. 
We are going to divest ourselves of those antlers and Kevin is going to take care of those, and go 
back to agency policy prior to this. Chairman Lauber – Since that is no longer an issue need to 
sell those valuable sets of antlers. Commissioner Budd – Is antlers all you sell? Kevin Jones – 
No, other confiscated items as well. Commissioner Budd - Two sales a year, Kevin? How much 
do you make? Jones – Had bidding war at last auction on one set; it is other surplus property as 
well as antlers; $2,000 to $2,500 is average on antlers. Money goes toward purchasing of law 
enforcement equipment. Michael Pearce – Kevin, are auctions open to the public? Jones – Yes. 
Pearce – What is done to notify public of when and where? Jones – Through auction house and 
news releases on it. Pearce – Are department people allowed to buy things? Jones – At the 
auction, that is open to the public. Jennison – Todd told me information folks will put on website 
and publish in magazine as well.  
 
 B.  General Discussion  
 
  1. Wildlife Fees - Robin Jennison, Secretary, presented this item to the Commission 
(Exhibit F). Late this spring, a committee was assembled to begin discussing the potential to 
increase our revenue fees by raising prices on some of the department’s issuances. This 
discussion is necessary for several reasons. First, hunting and fishing license fees have not been 
increased since 2002 and deer and turkey permit fees have remained the same since 1984.  The 
situation that has developed the last few years if that we have more appropriation than we are 
bringing in, we have not kept up with inflation, and the uncommitted reserve in our Wildlife Fee 
Fund (WFF) has begun to shrink. Politically the timing is right to discuss increases, hard to 
discuss in first term of administration, but in second term. There are great programs that need to 
be amped up, for instance walk-in hunting, especially with the mood of the legislature in not 
allowing us to buy property. What we can provide through public hunting land has paled to what 
we can do with WIHA, over one million acres. Leases have not changed significantly since that 
program started, for us to be able to continue to meet access issues we need to recognize that. We 



are seeing more landowners trying to get into commercial hunting endeavors, while I support 
that it is not the business we are in, we want to provide access, so we need to make a larger 
commitment to WIHA. With that in mind committee sat down and began to look at our fees and 
began to make comparisons to other states, so we will bring those to you at the next meeting. 
Looking at the timeline we will workshop this at the August 20 meeting and take some action at 
the public meeting on October 22. Knowing that Commissioner Dill was not going to be here I 
did inform him of this discussion and one of the questions he asked was for additional data from 
other states. Bringing up today, let us know what you want other information included in our 
presentation. Mike Miller leads the committee and there are eight or nine people on the 
committee. We will have something to bring before the Commission in August. Commissioner 
Marshall – Hope it shows net revenue generation and how you are going to spend it. Pearce – 
Out of list, which are you most interested in? Jennison – I am going to say we have looked at 
increases on everything on the list, whether we go there or not is yet to be seen. General hunting 
and fishing licenses is one we need to modernize, 2002 was last time we adjusted those and the 
cost of doing business had increased and that is a long time to go without some adjustment. Our 
Pittman-Robertson funds were going up and there was concern if we had enough WFF to match 
that; maybe that is why we began to cut into the balances of WFF, it was going up because of all 
of the gun and ammo sales; with that going back down not as much concern with that. About five 
years you were seeing general high-end hunting and fishing licenses increase, probably one of 
the reasons we have been able to go so long is because of the diversity of opportunity in Kansas, 
we are not relying on upland game like pheasant and quail like we used to. Chris, what year did 
we start ramping up nonresident deer licenses? Tymeson – In 1995, first nonresident deer and in 
2003 the legislature increased the cap from five percent to twenty percent. Jennison – Had that 
not taken place we probably would have had a fee increase. About 70 percent of revenue income 
is coming from nonresidents now. Pearce – (couldn’t hear complete question) Some of things on 
list are residents and nonresidents? Jennison – Some are just modern-day increases and combo 
licenses; no real benefit other than saving one processing fee, talking about multi-year license. 
There are a variety of things the committee is talking about beyond fee increases, modernization 
of the structure. Commissioner Budd – I think six bullet points are great. The two that stick out 
to me are: nonresident deer licenses that are not being sold, nonresidents are not meaning to 
break the law, but are not aware they need this; that should increase revenue. The other one is the 
multi-year license, in the age of convenience, a five-; ten- or fifteen-year license along with the 
lifetime license would be great. Jennison – We have to be real careful when we do multi-year 
licenses because to get Pittman Robertson or Dingell-Johnson funds we have to make sure that is 
making a similar amount invested that we would with our annual licenses or it doesn’t qualify. 
We are having those discussions on what sort of break would still qualify. Todd, PR is $42 or 
something like that right now? Workman – To qualify for the program it has to be within 5.18 
percent, can’t dip below that or can’t count for number of years you want to. Commissioner 
Budd – My thoughts are, in the age of convenience people are interested in not having to go a 
license every year and if you buy a five-year license at today’s rate you have to consider 
everything goes up so do you really have to give them a deep discount; probably not. Jennison – 
Looking at automatically charging people for their licenses, we have looked at affinity cards and 
that has never worked out, haven’t found anyone willing to do anything for us, they only want to 
help themselves, so looking at automatically charging someone’s credit card and maybe giving 
them a break. We have got to get a mechanism where it is easy for someone to get their license 
and they have it multiple years. We are not there yet, but will soon be there and our constituents 



will demand that they can have their license on their phone. At the point they do that the 
convenience to get that license and we don’t have multi-year mechanisms in place, the churn 
problem that we have now will be exacerbated, because no one will buy their license until the 
first time they going hunting or fishing. We need to find modern techniques to sell multi-year 
licenses and make them easy to get. Commissioner Budd – Something different than ten years 
ago, especially in the last four is the walk-in hunting (WIHA) was increasing every year so you 
are taking the dollars and giving them more for their money; giving them more opportunities to 
hunt. Jennison – We hope so. Commissioner Rider – Surprised I don’t see turkey tags on here, 
they are only about $52 for two tags; neighboring states are at about $190, I know Missouri and 
Arkansas are that way, look at that. Tymeson – There are a lot of variables on deer, everyone 
required to have a hunting license except landowners. We have looked at turkey tags, pay $75 for 
hunting license and $52 for tags, you are still at $125 versus Missouri; we have done some 
comparisons and discussions. These bullet points are highlights of the last meeting. 
Commissioner Budd – A nonresident landowner does not need a hunting permit? Tymeson – A 
landowner on their own property, resident landowners don’t either. There are a number of issues 
associated with that need for the hunting license as well as the deer permit, some other states 
have it all-in-one license; they are not buying hunting license because they are not sure they need 
it. We feel there is loss of revenue, more of a law enforcement issues rather than a revenue issue; 
something we discussed in this group. Chairman Lauber – Need recommendations and 
comparisons to surrounding states. Be sensitive to the common man but need to maintain and 
enhance services without revenues at a more stable source. Pearce – Robin, who is point person? 
Jennison – Mike Miller. Tymeson – We will firm up some recommendations for August, because 
of timing of regulations. 
  
  2. 2016 Turkey Regulations – Jeff Prendergast, presented this item to the Commission 
(Exhibit G). I’ll be talking about 115-25-5 and 25-6, spring and fall turkey regulations. The 
department sold 74,609 carcass tags, the largest number ever for the spring turkey season. We 
are currently collecting harvest data, but it typically averages between 30,000 and 35,000 and 
expect it to be in that range again. Last fall we sold 12,976 carcass tags, about 750 less than the 
previous year; that was after the reduction in tag allotment. Fall harvest is typically between 
5,000 and 7,000 birds, but numbers haven’t been run for several years with the lesser prairie 
chicken issues going on that pulled my predecessor’s time away. The drought has had variable 
affect on us, depending on what portion of the state you are in; in the east where weather 
conditions have been better, production has been up in that eastern one-third; in the western one-
third, moisture is typically a limiting factor and has reduced production because we have not had 
adequate vegetation to support nesting and brood rearing activities. I don’t have production data 
this year, but the heavy rainfall received in late May and early June is somewhat concerning. 
Heavy rainfall is not good for production due to the thermal abilities of young chicks; however 
this will help us recover some of our vegetation and should provide some opportunity to get 
some chicks on the ground. In 2012, we adopted an adaptive management strategy, using spring 
harvest success to guide recommendations on the number of carcass tags to allow. The staff will 
meet next month and come up with recommendations for the 2015 turkey bag limits at the next 
commission meeting.  This spring was the first year that youth had a weekend so we had season 
structure changes this year; the first weekend of April is the youth/disabled hunt, the second 
weekend is archery-only and the firearms starts the Wednesday after the second weekend; that 
was put in place in order to encourage hunter recruitment and increase youth participation. This 



year we sold an additional 1,000 youth carcass tags, a 10 percent increase, over last year; 
hopefully that will continue to increase. Chairman Lauber – Being a fall turkey hunter, I noticed 
the increase of birds in fall 2014 and harvest limitations in southeast part. Will you know what 
the mature toms versus jake harvest numbers for the 2015 season soon? Isn’t that what 
determines harvest for the fall? Prendergast – Yes, I will have that in August. Chairman Lauber – 
If numbers continue to go up it would be good to allow greater harvest. I still have constituents 
who feel they have lost a week; in 2016 firearms turkey is a week later. Some people say it only 
happens when certain days of the month fall on weekends. Appreciate need for youth hunt, but 
not sure I appreciate the need for a special weekend for archery. I think they are able to compete 
with the firearm hunter and the birds become call shy and would like to consider dropping that. 
Consider giving weekend to youth, but move firearm season back. Not sure how much time we 
need to review that, but should consider that. Tymeson – We are locked in for this fall season, 
we are discussing the 2016 season. Jim Stanford, Stafford – I would like to see if the state could 
get away from printing game tags on the computer and making them only available at license 
outlets, I think there is opportunity for more than two tags to be printed from the computer. I 
would challenge commission and staff to look at that. Commissioner Budd – Is that a flaw in our 
system? Tymeson – Not sure about that, there is potential for someone to make a photocopy of it. 
That is a discussion we have been having internally, that is a fraud issue. Chairman Lauber – I 
think the possibility is there, not sure we want to make licenses harder for people to obtain. 
Tymeson – Battle between accessibility of permits. Stanford – Too easy to circumvent the law, 
not sure how you would catch someone unless the game warden actually saw them with a stack 
of them. Tymeson – Not limited to just turkeys and we will discuss that. 
 
Break 
 
  3. Tourism Update - Linda Craghead, assistant secretary Parks and Tourism, presented 
this update to the Commission (showed website). Kansas bucket list campaign is user generated 
and is on the website. We have administrative section where we can go to pull some of what is 
being posted which saves us a lot of time; pulling information from Facebook, twitter, instagram, 
etc. and brings it directly in so we don’t have to log in and search those sites. It brings it into one 
spot and we go through and identify the top-user generated pictures and upload those onto our 
website, so now we have integrated user-generated photography into our TravelKS.com. The 
hash tag is an identifier which identifies the picture with a tag, like a filing cabinet, so a user can 
go out to #KSBucketList and tie it to that site. You can also do that with #KSStateParks, 
#KSFishing, etc.; we can use this social aggregator to get all of the information we want from 
whatever is used. It is an extremely busy time of year for state parks and tourism industry right 
now. We hosted a group of travel writers from the Association of Great Lakes Outdoor Writers 
(AGLOW) in southeast Kansas earlier this month as well as the Society of American Travel 
Writers, who just left. The Great Lakes writers were primarily from the northeast, about 40 from 
across Canada and the U.S. The earned media we are already generating is terrific to see and it 
doesn’t cost us anything. We also want to appreciate an article in the Hays paper to recognize our 
outdoor kids’ day. We had international folks here, a competition with U.S. travel who offered a 
prize package for people who booked travel in the English speaking European nations. That 
package for 10 travel agents was for Kansas and Oklahoma. It was amazing to hear the stories 
and see the video done by these travel agents on their experience; we were actually able to get 
Schlitterbahn, the tallest water slide operating just so those folks could experience it so this 



month has been action packed. You can’t pay for earned media, the experience they get and the 
stories they write is ten times, one hundred times more valuable than any paid ad we could ever 
put in place. Can’t commend team of KDWPT enough, pulled off Cabela’s National Walleye 
Team Championship event at Milford; everybody pulling together brought in 185 two-person 
teams into Kansas. That will be featured on Americana Outdoors, NBC Sports, the Pursuit 
Channel and other regional networks. Kansas fishing and earned media we don’t have to pay for, 
they are coming in and showcasing our state. Thank you everyone who helped make that happen. 
Currently working on visitor’s guide for 2016, ad sales and listings will cut off this Friday, and 
that will be published January 2016 and ready for distribution. We will be producing another 
Kansas State Park Guide this year and an additional Outdoor Guide, so if you know of someone 
who wants an ad in there to let the Tourism team know. We have rescheduled Kansas Capitol 
Campout for July 10 and 11, love to see some of our Commissioners there; a great opportunity to 
promote outdoors to kids and people who don’t traditionally camp. One of things we want to 
note, expanding retail market for our magazines to 29 Orscheln’s stores and 4 Hy-Vee stores 
who asked to be picked up, they pursued us; we already have Dillon’s stores. Another indication 
that the publications we are producing are top notch. Getting ready to kick off exciting campaign 
in state parks and I am going to let Linda tell you about that. Busiest time of year for tourism and 
state parks right now. 
 
  4. State Park Updates – Cedar Bluff and Webster – Linda Lanterman, parks division 
director, introduced these presenters to the Commission. Always a team effort to make success of 
state parks with help of Fish and Wild Division; archery ranges, fishing clinics, youth hunts, and 
shooting ranges, one successful one at El Dorado and one going in at Hillsdale; helps us with 
visitation and activity in our state parks. We are starting a campaign, a selfie post card which 
says “#MyKsStatePark is:” (Exhibit H), in conjunction with 100th anniversary for the National 
Park Service find your park theme. We will start handing those out next week at the Country 
stampede. We want people to write on them and upload them on Facebook and Twitter; we will 
be using this theme through this year and all of next year because the 100th anniversary is next 
year. My team sitting out here are Rick Martin, Regional Supervisor Smoky Hills; Troy Brown, 
Regional Supervisor for High Plains; and we are going to showcase two state parks today. We 
are flooded, several state parks in flood stage, but are still open for business; we are taking care 
of the areas that are flooded, Perry, Tuttle, Milford, Cross Timbers, Fall River, El Dorado, Elk 
City, the list goes on, but we are addressing that. There are some areas don’t have enough water. 
We have Chris Smith from Cedar Bluff State Park and Zach Kesler from Webster State Park to 
present today.  
 
Chris Smith, Cedar Bluff (Presentation – Exhibit I) – Reservoir came about due to Dirty 30s, the 
severe drought of the 1930s and early 1940s. As a result of damage to the farms and agriculture 
the government looked at feasibility of putting in a reservoir for irrigation. In 1941 feasibility 
study halted because of World War II; in 1944, Flood Control Act of 1944 of Missouri River 
Basin came out to develop multi-purpose water resources and construction began in late 1940s 
finishing in 1951. Primary purposes were irrigation, flood control, recreation, fish and wildlife, 
and municipal uses. Almost immediately took on flood waters and was full on June 21, 1951. By 
1968, Cedar Bluff opened doors to more recreational opportunities and we continue to keep up 
with changes in technology and trends. Today Cedar Bluff offers 138 utility campsites, six rental 
cabins, a group campground, a variety of primitive camping opportunities with annual revenue 



consistently around $340,000 to $350,000 a year. Visitation varies based on water levels, but 
variety of opportunities keep people coming out; we are 22½ feet low right now, but people are 
still coming out. Designed for water-based activities too, such as fishing, water sports, and 
recreational boating; which have all been a part of Cedar Bluff since day one. From the 
beginning management has made water activities available no matter what the elevation of the 
water. I can’t think of a single time when we haven’t had a boat ramp available to get people on 
the water. Public interests varies, but the lake is available for everyone to enjoy; sometimes hard 
for us to meet all of the demands and expectations. With campgrounds and amenities, we feel we 
meet the needs; we are creative and try to meet changes in technology. We have primitive 
campsites, campsites with amenities, to primitive improved campsites which are reservable, to 
two-utility campsites with 50 amp breakers (upgraded from 30 amps), on up to three full-utility 
sites; which stay booked and full almost year-round. We host numerous other recreational 
activities; have horseshoe pits and other amenities for get-togthers. Can ride a bicycle, but also 
have full BMX track, have five modern restrooms and shower house facilities in two separate 
areas, and several playgrounds. Fishing is popular activity, and we have a pond for the kids, 
“Pa’s Pond”, where we focus fishing day activities and OK kids programs. We have shelters 
available and rental cabins that were once shelters. Our cabins generated $50,000 in revenue last 
year. Trail use is growing for hiking and biking, one-mile interpretive loop and four-mile 
unimproved section on public land portion of the property. Agave Ridge Trail recently 
recognized by the authors of the Kansas Trail Guide as one of the top ten trails in the state of 
Kansas. Throughout the year we host many events: had major bass tournament, equestrian trail 
rides, Holiday in Lights celebration, and OK Kids. We work with other agencies and other 
divisions to make those events happen, including the fisheries division, Pheasants Forever, 
Sternberg Museum and the AmeriCorps Program. People who come out every weekend are the 
ones that make Cedar Bluff State Park possible. Their investment of time, money and tradition is 
a secondary investment to the kids who will carry the tradition on into the future.  
 
Zach Kessler, Webster (Presentation – Exhibit J) – I have been at Webster since 2002, as park 
ranger and started manager position in 2006. Similar in inception to Cedar Bluff, the Flood Act 
got it rolling. Town of Webster in 1952, started work on reservoir in January 1953 and Webster 
dam was completed in July 1956 at an approximate cost of $7 million; became state park in 
1965. Major changes in last ten years include: reservoir level and visitation fluctuation, a new 
office, two new shower houses, a new playground, a new cabin, new campground and restoration 
of Coyote Trail. Reservoir fluctuation is a big deal because of irrigation; in December 2006 the 
lake level was at 28.81 feet below conservation pool and annual visitation was 109,000 visitors 
that year. In 2009, Webster reservoir reached conservation pool and visitation was over 195,000. 
In 2012, visitation reached the highest mark in ten years, at just over 224,000 visitors.  In 2006, 
we got a new office, money from the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR); we are fortunate to be a 
Bureau reservoir as we get a lot of money from them for different projects that some state parks 
don’t get. In 2009, BOR replaced our shower houses because they weren’t ADA compliant; now 
they are fully enclosed and are ADA accessible. The old ones were shelters made into shower 
houses. In 2011, we got a new playground through the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
(LWCF), which replaced an old playground made of wood that the staff was always repairing. 
The new playground was installed by park staff in the High Plains region. Before 2012 we had 
one kit-built cabin which was built in 2004 and we got the new Blue-wing cabin, which was built 
by Corrections, and is located within walking distance of our other cabin. The Hill Top 



campground was built in 2012. Once the lake filled in 2009 we didn’t have enough utility sites to 
meet demand; we had 77 sites and added 16 at Hill Top. In 2009 and 2010 campgrounds at 
capacity on weekends May through July and in 2011 got money from BOR to build the new 
campground. KDOT came out and helped us do all of the trenching for electrical and waterlines 
and staff completed all of the utilities (wiring, plumbing and water) at considerable savings; if 
we had to contract it out it would have cost three times what it did. When the lake came up in 
2009, flood debris damaged the trail and in 2009 we were able to get money to purchase 
equipment to clear the trail and add interpretive posts (just over 30 stops along the trail). In 2014, 
revenue was $229,143 and visitation was 188,286 people. One of the most popular special events 
we have is the OK Kids day. In 2014 we had over 80 kids and in 2015, around 160, and we also 
have a lot of area schools that bring classes out for field trips and we also make several 
classroom visits each year. Working on memorial pickle ball/basketball court being built by 
seasonal employee’s family, who are donating labor and money at Eagle’s Landing campground. 
We have had silent donors who have given money for archery targets and we are building an 
archery range later this summer. 
    
 C. Workshop Session   
 
  1. Park Regulations - Linda Lanterman, Parks Division Director, presented this 
regulation to the Commission. Update you on pricing needed for state parks. With new 
reservation system contract signed (with same company) doing some dynamic pricing, like we 
did with the cabins, lowering in slow times and increasing in high times. No specifics today, but 
we will continue that process in the campgrounds. Instead of looking at paying a utility fee, a 
camping fee and a prime fee we are going to price by sites (one fee per site) and remove 
frustration of campers. They will still need vehicle permit when they check into the park. We 
hope to reduce conflict of having to have a prime site and utilities one, two and three, each with 
different prices and daily camping $8 daily fee; and roll that all into one fee for each site. Before 
reservation system comes live next year we will be coming before you with those fees. Going to 
modern standards of pricing, like Robin said earlier. We want to move into dynamic pricing like 
other systems are doing and we want to be ahead of everyone else across the nation and be 
competitive. 
 
  2. Fishing Regulations - Doug Nygren, fisheries section chief, presented this regulation 
to the Commission (Exhibit K). Have reference document where we list special length and creel 
limits that are different than statewide regulations on a lake-by-lake basis. Federal reservoirs and 
larger lakes are usually the ones that generate the most controversy. At Melvern, add 35-inch 
minimum length and five/day for blue catfish, and change to an 18-inch minimum length limit 
for spotted bass and sauger; at Clinton add 35-inch minimum length and five/day for blue catfish, 
and change to an 18-inch minimum length limit for smallmouth bass, a new population that we 
are trying to get established; at Elk City add 35-inch minimum length and five/day for blue 
catfish; at El Dorado remove 18-inch minimum length limit on largemouth, smallmouth and 
spotted bass which would take it down to statewide 15-inch length limit, and on blue catfish 
change to 25- to 35-inch slot-length limit with five/day and no more than two fish 35-inch or 
longer, which is success story and we feel we can now begin to allow some harvest, promote 
harvest of some of the smaller fish, but protect brooders; at Tuttle Creek, John Redmond, 
LaCygne and Pomona change blue catfish to five/day creel; statewide for blue catfish is ten/day 



in a combination of blue and channel catfish. Bone Creek reservoir has asked for an 18-inch 
minimum length limit on walleye with a two/day limit; Winfield City Lake (the largest PL 566 
lake built by Federal government, a nice sized lake) wants to add an 18-inch minimum length 
limit on smallmouth bass to protect this new population There are several smaller impoundment 
changes as well, but we don’t anticipate any controversy arising from any of the state fishing 
lakes or community lakes. Chairman Lauber – On Melvern, what is the reason for raising the 
length limit on sauger? Nygren – Because of confusion, there is walleye in there as well and 
makes it easier on people on identification. Chairman Lauber – Is that common in all the other 
lakes where sauger and walleye are? Nygren – I think managers try to manage those species 
similarly because they are look-alike species. We want to change recommendation on set lines, 
current regulations asks that you attach the setline to an immovable object and anglers tell us that 
often times where they want to fish does not have an immovable object and they would like the 
ability to sink an immovable object and attach a setline to that. The proposal is to allow them to 
put in an object that weighs 25 pounds, which would prevent it from floating around the lake like 
a free floating jug line in order to place setlines in more desirable locations. We want to make 
sure in the process of moving the setlines around they are not moving water that could contain 
invasive species so we want the floats to be constructed in a way that they cannot hold water 
when being moved from one lake to another. We have another item that was not in the briefing 
book, a proposed change to 115-7-10 (d) (Exhibit L). We are having some conflicts in Wichita at 
the fish ladder that was constructed on the Arkansas River near Lincoln Street dam which has a 
chute in the middle that where boats can go down and a ladder on each side where fish can work 
their way upstream; dual purpose for boating access and fish to get upstream so we have 
reconnected the river. There is not a fish ladder in the country that allows people to fish in the 
fish ladder, it is intended to give fish an opportunity to move from point A to point B. We did 
pass a regulation that says you can’t fish in the fish ladder, but we are getting calls from the 
public as well as issues from law enforcement officers and fisheries biologists asking us to look 
at regulation and make one that might be more enforceable. We don’t have any wording to bring 
forward, but at our next workshop we will try to come back with wording to make that stronger. 
Regulations will cover three points: prohibit any kind of fishing in, over and in close proximity 
to passage; allow paddlers to float thru the passage as intended; and is enforceable enough to 
stand up in court if we should write tickets on violators. The dam was replaced recently and it 
used to be immediately below the bridge and people could stand on the old bridge and fish below 
the dam, but when they rebuilt it they moved the dam downstream, so now we have people who 
can’t fish from the bridge crawling out on the wing wall of the fish ladder and fishing on the 
other side which is defeating the purpose of keeping away; we don’t want someone to back cast 
and snag a kayaker going through the chute; so we want to rewrite it so fishing and taking of bait 
is not happening in the fish ladder and we are not  having conflicts between the boaters and the 
anglers. We will be bringing a new version of the ANS waters to the next workshop; we did have 
one new finding of zebra mussels this year at Lake Miola at Paola. Kreif – On weighted of 
setlines – they won’t hold water, but are anglers aware that zebra mussels will attach to the 
outside? Nygren – Our intention was for movement of water at this time. Kreif – Adult zebra 
mussel will live for 30 days out of water. 
 
  3. Duck Zone Boundaries - Tom Bidrowski, migratory game bird program manager, 
presented this update to the Commission (Exhibit M). We have two presentations today on 
Kansas duck zone boundaries: first I will provide an update of recent public meetings and 



timeline of changes to duck zone boundaries and Rich Schultheis will be giving a background of 
the some of the data streams we looked at in developing duck zones and season dates. We 
recently completed seven meeting nights to obtain input from hunters (Exhibit N), even though 
there were not as many hunters as we hoped we did receive some good feedback. There are some 
patterns, hard to separate season dates and zoning, particularly around those zone boundaries. 
For example, around Marais des Cygnes Wildlife Area, people don’t mind a week later season in 
the late zone however they are not favorable of giving up their November days for January days 
and vise versa for those later hunting season dates.  Often in such debates we can group hunters 
by area or other demographics, but on this issue it is more difficult. It seems to be an early 
season versus late season preference. One result we did find, from a majority of those that did 
attend the meetings are satisfied with the current boundaries; however, those that attend the 
meetings usually have a greater interest. There are some hunters who would like to see some 
change and some suggestions were minor and some more extensive. Areas of interest: Marais 
des Cygnes is number one and Cedar Bluff, which is more difficult if you are trying to 
incorporate High Plains boundary over late zone dates. Federal guidelines dictate how zones are 
set and we have three options on how we can configure our zones with the last option being three 
zones with no more than one two-way split, which is what we have been operating on since 
1996. We do have two other options, we can have four zones with no splits or we can have no 
zones with three segments. Boundaries must be contiguous and are only good for the regular 
duck season; don’t cover things like teal season. Changes are for management so we cannot 
move the High Plains zone during this discussion. Once the zones and splits are selected they 
will be in place for the next five years, but season and bag limits can be adjusted annually. 
Timeline: March meeting kicked off this discussion; completed public meetings; send out hunter 
survey later this month to approximately 8,000 duck hunters selected from hunters who bought 
2014 duck stamp; come back with staff recommendations at August 20 meeting; with public 
hearing October 22; with final recommendations being made to USFWS by December 1. These 
changes will not take effect until 2016/2017 season. Rich will give more background and then 
we will have further discussion. 
 
Rich Schultheis – Information considered in process; summarize meetings and cover some issues 
on Quivira that there were questions about (Exhibit O). We talked about what zones are 
(established to divide two or more areas in the state) and how they are established; 
considerations like not changing harvest distribution patterns among species or populations in 
state or Flyway; and how zones are used across the Flyways. Primarily wanted to talk about how 
we structured zones in the past and the kind of information we used for that. Zones can be 
structured north/south, east/west, by physiographic features, climate or things like that, but in the 
past we have considered differences in habitat types and the birds that rely on that habitat; for 
example, areas of shallow wetlands may have more early season migrants, where late habitats 
and late season migrants we try to group those. So you see the structure of our zones as they 
currently are and you see places like McPherson, Cheyenne Bottoms and Jamestown connected 
in the early zone which are used early in the year; Low Plains late where similar types of habitat 
are connected and same thing in southeast. You see some odd structures because the zones have 
to be connected. There are three main things we think about: migration phenology, harvest 
chronology, and hunter surveys.  Duck abundance is straight forward, we looks at trends in time 
when ducks are present in different areas or habitat types; harvest chronology, when we shoot 
lots and ducks and when we don’t and how that changes; and public input from public meetings 



and hunting survey that is coming up. What we try to keep in mind is our recommendation has to 
structure zones to maximize abundance, harvest, and satisfaction for Kansas duck hunters. The 
first data stream is waterfowl surveys and we are lucky enough in Kansas to conduct waterfowl 
surveys twice a month through migration at many wildlife areas and other important locations 
like nuclear power facilities and wherever we see lots of birds around; data has been collected for 
a long period of time from many locations across the state which is helpful for this process. We 
are not saying we are counting everything in the state or at that location, but we try and 
standardize that process so we get good comparisons between years and trends within a season; 
like September versus November and January or 2012 versus 1997, for example, so we are 
repeating the same thing. We are looking at when ducks are present and how that changes 
throughout the year. Showed Cedar Bluff graph and each line shows different years and average. 
Third week of November is pretty much when birds begin to show. On charts (Cheyenne 
Bottoms, Jamestown and McPherson), line is average with whiskers of fluctuation; we use these 
to structure seasons and zones to capture when birds are present (showed comparison chart for 
Norton, Webster, Glen Elder and Marion – in High Plains late zone); compared to the southeast 
zone which is shallow marsh properties (Neosho, Marais des Cygnes, Flint Hill NWR and 
Coffey County/Wolf Creek) which has later harvest chronology. Harvest encompasses 
abundance of birds, hunter participation, hunter success and habitat availability (like shallow 
water early, frozen water late). Two main data sources to rely on: harvest cards, good on wildlife 
areas; and USFWS parts collection survey which relies on HIP stamp where a subset of those 
individuals are contacted to fill out a survey (and a smaller group of those actually send in wings 
that we use to make sex ratios, age ratios, species composition of harvest – nationally and locally 
because it asks what county birds are harvested in and the day), which is for public and private 
lands and all types of habitat. Chart on early zone harvest chronology shows percent of harvest 
on date, shows that early season is important at Jamestown and McPherson; we use this to 
compare sites and see similar information and patterns for different areas. PCS is parts collection 
data. In late zone, we see bigger importance of harvest later in season, with even more steady 
harvest in southeast zone. Commissioner Marshall – Mean percentage of annual harvest? At 
McPherson, most ducks in November, but high harvest earlier; only place open? Schultheis – It 
has to do with opener affect of participation, most hunters hunt on opener, folks go when the 
season opens. Commissioner Budd – SE zone peak harvest is November 15? Schultheis – If you 
get rid of first couple of weeks. Commissioner Budd – Peak number of birds is around end of 
November? Schultheis – I would say that is pretty accurate. Commissioner Marshall – Birds 
coming back in January? Schultheis – Could be a little bit of everything to be honest, could be 
habitat opening up, but we do see it at Neosho more so than any of our other habitats. Don’t have 
a lot of data, zone only open for a few years. Other things that matter, proportion of mallards to 
non-mallards, season could capture one or the other and could have significant impact on the 
harvest; a reminder that other factors are used to set seasons. Schultheis – This is the makeup of 
the total; all this shows is when we switch from mallard to non-mallard harvest. Commissioner 
Budd – What is biggest harvest? Bidrowski – Mallards are 40 to 60 percent and most numerous 
ducks hunted. Commissioner Budd – So about half. Bidrowski – Some mallards stay at big 
reservoirs, like geese, so numerous variety in their patterns. Commissioner Budd – See reverse 
migration in southeast zone. Schultheis – Question on Quivira National Wildlife Refuge (NWR), 
graph shows bi-weekly water survey, bars are portion of last ten years when whooping cranes are 
present when ducks are present; so NWR is closed to all hunting. Caution period in late October 
to late November. Commissioner Marshall – Fair to say at least two weeks in that month Quivira 



is closed? Schultheis – If I don’t have good data, I can’t make general assumptions; we rely on 
information and data we have. If Quivira was in the early zone, which would give only 37 days 
to hunt and the entire overlap occurs during that early zone period. Commissioner Budd – Do 
you have harvest numbers compared to migration? Schultheis – We have no harvest numbers, 
but migration numbers are here. It is currently in the late zone and looking at that, in the last ten 
years there were 305 days when whooping cranes were present during what would have been 
early zone season. Compared to the late zone now where it is now, overlay shows 41 days to 
hunt. Commissioner Budd – Is everything outside of Quivira closed? Schultheis – There was one 
area that was closed long ago, but based on this information we are talking about the refuge only. 
We have no data, there is no card program, nothing to rely on for data and we have nothing to do 
with Quivira. Commissioner Marshall – One-half to one-third as many hunters as Cheyenne 
Bottoms? Bidrowski – Well over 6,000 hunters. Schultheis – Staying in the late zone means in 
the last ten years there were 265 days when whooping cranes were present during duck season, 
so that is some indication that there is some value to being in the late zone; it may mean a few 
more days of hunting; early season not available when cranes are present, but more open in mid-
December. Some of these days could be when not a lot of birds are present. Commissioner Budd 
– How many birds harvested on Quivira? Bidrowski – No harvest data. Commissioner Budd – 
When closed on Quivira, where do hunters go? Bidrowski – An island of private land 
opportunities out there with Reno being the highest county. Schultheis – Based on fact that there 
is a lot of private land hunting going on in the area, indicates hunting is still good. Comparison of 
Quivira in late or early zone, positives and negatives in both and it is a trade off and this is the 
type of information we look at when setting seasons. Other things going on in Quivira, like 
rattlesnake river flow increases after irrigation ceases and more huntable acres of water available 
later in the season; also a lot of other users on the refuge, like bird watchers which is also a 
concern. Hunter surveys, asking questions on zones and seasons for the last couple of years; in 
southeast zone 2010 vs. 2013 asking about hunter satisfaction; and again in 2014 we asked 
people what they wanted for the southeast zone and whether they wanted a boundary change or 
not. 
Bidrowski – Thank Rich for presentation, an abbreviated version of what we gave at the public 
meetings, with more background and history. Thank Commissioner Rider and Budd for attending 
some of those meetings. Received letter from Quivira regarding their preference for zoning 
opportunities which was attached to briefing book (Exhibit P). 
Jim Stanford, Stafford – Would it be possible to this information, along with survey results 
published on website or email? Bidrowski – The .pdf will be on website later today and survey 
results are on website already under migratory bird research publications. Stanford - Is August 
meeting public? Bidrowski – Similar to all of our commission meetings, open for public 
comment as well. Stanford – Results of last year’s survey? Bidrowski – Posted on website as 
well. Stanford – As far as the goose opener goes, in federal guidelines when is the latest geese 
can close? Bidrowski – The Sunday closest to February 15, which will be presented in late 
season briefing book item. Stanford – I found one slide interesting where mallards versus non-
mallards; I work as an analyst by trade so I am interested in ways people present data; mallards 
represent the bulk of ducks and in looking at federal number 49.2 million mallards represents 
nearly 11 million of that, 22 percent, so mallards are heavily weighted. The SE zone has it right 
and I hope there are opportunities we can expand that zone based on survey results and data. 
Bidrowski – All meetings are archived on our website. Commissioner Marshall – Can you be 
more specific, hope it is expanded to where? Stanford – I think SE zone should be bulk of late 



zone; I can’t quantify my data, but I can my brain and we chase birds every day primarily in five 
or six counties, Reno, Pratt, Sedgwick Stafford, Barber and before that Sumner. I responded 
satisfied in late season, but would like to see more of January instead of early November. I 
would love to have SE zone come west over to Hwy 56 and down to Oklahoma border. That 
would offer the best hunting opportunities for everybody. Commissioner Budd – What you’re 
your temperature do over there compared to current SE zone? Think areas you hunt are about the 
same temperatures as in Neosho County? Stanford – I don’t study their temperatures because I 
don’t hunt over there, but as far as season goes the later season is better for every single hunter. 
About a million acres of public hunting, not all conducive to waterfowl; but with only 8,000 
public hunting acres at Quivira, with half of that grass and not conducive to hunting, 4,000 acres 
is nothing and we are talking about changing a season over 4,000 acres; 4/1000 of a percent of 
the million acres and it doesn’t statistically hold any weight. Quivira is also limited to bird 
hunting only, no deer or turkey hunting so minimal opportunities at best. Commissioner Budd – 
Tom, have you give any consideration to moving that boundary to the west? Bidrowski – 
Looking at every possibility, at meetings asked if those are options they would support and to put 
them on a new map, so we should have quite a few options available. Commissioner Budd – 
What shocked me was I never realized there were so many waterfowl hunters in central and 
western Kansas, quiet for a long time. Commissioner Marshall – Most of hunters are not local at 
Cheyenne Bottoms and Quivira areas. Commissioner Budd – Roger, what is your thought of 
moving whole thing west? Commissioner Marshall – Never considered it. Stanford – Realize you 
are not going to make everyone happy, but based on data and migratory migration it makes 
sense. Commissioner Budd – You can’t explain the way the early season wraps around. 
Bidrowski – We look at habitat types and migration patterns and that zone encompasses playas 
and fishing lakes in that area as well. That is the same process we will be looking at for forming 
new zone boundaries, group like places together with simplest boundaries. Commissioner Budd 
– We came from not having a lot of data, to charts that are starting to make sense, best 
presentation in four years, it shows what hunters want, when ducks are here, when best harvest 
is, etc. and now the opportunity to change the zones or not. Chairman Lauber – You have 
different examples for zone variations you will bring forth in August? Bidrowski – Yes, I will. 
Stanford – How has perception, based on feedback from SE zone, been received by general 
public and private landowners? Bidrowski – No easy demographic to pull out and can’t make it a 
private versus public land, but early season hunting preference versus the late; even members 
within a club can’t agree on how they want their seasons. Commissioner Budd – Aaron and I 
were there in Kansas City and there were a lot of private landowners there, no gray area, I want 
this or this; which is going to make their job more difficult whether season dates or boundaries 
because unfortunately one is hand-in-hand with the other. Data will show us what it should be. 
Stanford – Thanks for the opportunity to speak.  
Trenton Meeds, Hooray Ranch – I represent a large hunting lodge that promotes waterfowl 
hunting. Is goal of changes to increase or maintain participation of current hunters and tied to 
success or harvest rate of those individuals? Do you tie that in with the diversity of the species? 
Bidrowski – Maximize harvest and provide opportunities for all Kansas hunters, realizing that 
those preferences vary greatly. Meeds – Is participation based on migration patterns or is peak 
participation because it is opening day? Bidrowski – A 74-day liberal season, so we are generally 
open before peak migration. Blue-winged teal and mallards are considered at Cheyenne Bottoms 
for instance, have to consider all of these factors. Meeds – Boundary changes based on state or 
federal land preserves and impacts on multiple counties, take those into consideration on private 



landowners in those specific areas? Bidrowski – Quivira is perfect example, not only on the area, 
but large private interest around it as well as around Neosho and Marais des Cygnes. Meeds – 
Thanks for the time. 
 
  4. Late Migratory Bird Seasons - Tom Bidrowski, migratory game bird program 
manager, presented this update to the Commission (Exhibit Q). The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) annually develops the frameworks for states to establish migratory game bird 
hunting seasons. The frameworks establish maximum bag and possession limits, season lengths, 
and earliest opening and latest closing dates. States must operate within the frameworks when 
establishing state-specific waterfowl seasons. Late migratory game bird frameworks are 
published in August, after results from the May Breeding Duck Survey and other population and 
harvest data become available and recommendations from the various Flyway Councils are 
reviewed at the USFWS Service Regulation Committee (SRC) Meeting (July 29-30, 2015).  The 
department annually establishes general waterfowl seasons, youth hunter waterfowl days and 
falconry waterfowl seasons during the late migratory game bird season setting process. Based on 
the 2014 duck population estimate of 48 percent above the long-term average and a May pond 
count in the Prairie Pothole Region of 40 percent above the long-term average, we will likely 
continue in the liberal package for the 2015-16 season. Kansas has been in these liberal 
frameworks since 1996. In addition, species restrictions for scaup, canvasback, northern pintails 
are likely to continue and only other possible change is in the increase in white-front seasons 
with options to either have the 74-day three goose limit, or 88-day two goose limit. General 
waterfowl seasons will discussed again at August 20 meeting where Commission will have final 
decision after reviewing included staff recommendations for 2015-16 season. Commissioner 
Budd – When you give staff recommendations on four known’s, is data used to set these season 
dates is different than four years ago? Bidrowski – You have similar things to look at this year: 
first is the shift in calendar, the federal frameworks allows us to hunt to the last Sunday in 
January and this year January 31, with the exception of 2009 where Sunday fell on January 31, 
this is the latest season we have ever had; up to 2004 seasons when it closed January 20 by 
federal frameworks; that shift entire calendar later in the year. Looking at migration data, harvest 
survey data and also extensive public comments, hunters are more familiar with this issue and it 
is a hot topic. Staff has recommended the same package for the last three years, with slight 
differences this year with that week later;  would like more November days however that would 
open up the split in January so that is the tradeoff we chose this year. It would also give people in 
late zone a more defined season; hard part at Marais des Cygnes is no stable season, four 
different seasons with four different season structures so they don’t know what to expect each 
year. Commissioner Budd – In low plains late zone, last week in January is critical to those 
guys? Bidrowski – Highly critical, last nine days in particular for those hunting river systems and 
reservoirs. What we see, when we fly the mid-winter survey is first week of January iced up 
completely, when you start seeing spring thaws and later half of January the birds are 
redistributed across the landscape. Commissioner Budd – SE zone recommendation this year is 
the best one I have ever seen, without question because is as good of tradeoff as you are going to 
get and open for peak migration. I have question for gentleman from HR Ranch, is your concern 
on boundary; what zone are you in? Meeds – Low plains late zone? Commissioner Budd – Are 
you happy with that zone and season? Meeds – Yes, if I could pick dates start later and continue 
two weeks later maybe, start mid-November and tack on the end. We are harvesting great 
numbers all the way to the end of the season. Commissioner Budd – If there is a boundary 



change, where would you like it to be? If we were going to change your boundaries and put you 
in the early zone? Meeds – No, not only as manager of operation, but as individual passionate 
about waterfowl, I would be against changing to early zone. Commissioner Budd – And you? 
Stanford – If moved to early zone absolutely against that. If I could pick, staff recommendation 
very similar to as close to those same dates at SE zone, which is November 14 to January 3 and 
January 9 to January 31, but you are asking about the boundary. Chairman Lauber – You don’t 
want to go into early zone, but you want the season dates like in the SE zone to hunt as many 
days late as you can? Meeds – Absolutely, for the highest percentage of harvest. Passionate 
about all waterfowl, but most popular is drake mallard, those hunters that are passionate about 
that species are the ones traveling and spending money. If Kansas would capitalize all of those 
later season dates, you won’t see a decrease of people migrating to those areas, you would see 
more hunters out. Chairman Lauber – Comfortable with dates we are recommending in zone you 
are in now? Meeds – Comfortable, but would like later days, but we are happy. Commissioner 
Budd – Any danger of changing that zone to encompass where they are talking about? Bidrowski 
– No, a county or county and a half away. Chairman Lauber – You wouldn’t mind if you were in 
SE zone? Meeds – No. There was a slide on satisfaction survey, 64 percent satisfied and 23 
percent dissatisfied or something like that. Bidrowski – Survey for hunters at meetings to scope 
some demographics and asked how satisfied they were with the current boundaries on a 
simplified scale; 63 percent were satisfied with current boundaries, from 100 people or so that 
attended public meetings; and 24 percent dissatisfied. We are trying to figure out our best 
recommendation and impacts on an area. Meeds – Do you have more survey information coming 
out? Bidrowski – Yes, hope to have an internet survey with post cards going out asking hunters 
to go to website; asking general demographic questions, how satisfied they are and options on 
boundaries (some like Cedar Bluff). We have a variety of habitat types here in Kansas, from 
shallow playas that are only there one or two years to nuclear power plants and river patterns. 
We are fortunate in Kansas to have a lot of hunting opportunities where you can hunt early teal 
in September and hunt all the way up to the end of January. We are becoming a destination state 
for people from out-of-state. Chairman Lauber – Your recommendations fit nicely, so I propose 
we move on because we are close to agreeing on some of this stuff. Stanford – On question on 
where good line would be for us, it would be across northern Harvey and Butler counties to 
extend that SE zone. One statement, thank you for proposing 88-day season on white-fronted 
geese. Have we seen feedback on impact of going from three to six Canada geese? Bidrowski – 
Some were happy with three, some wanted full eight allowed, but for the most part happy with 
six. Stanford – I’m glad you didn’t go to eight. 
 
 5. Aquatic Nuisance Species in Kansas Discussion – Jessica Howell, ANS coordinator, 
presented this update to the Commission (Exhibit R, handout – Exhibit S).  Appreciate 
opportunity to discuss this. Aquatic nuisance species are complex to talk about. In Midwest, not 
on front lines, no major ports, looking at what is coming from other states that didn’t take action 
and what actions we need to keep them out of our state. We put together a wish list of options we 
would like to consider. Different ways ANS are moved, considerations, and recommendations. 
Not necessarily things we are going to do, dependent on funding and other considerations. First 
topic is importations, like looking at bait, can control that and prohibited species list (115-18-10) 
which prohibit some species. Also, several others we have no jurisdiction over, like pet trade, 
etc. Reducing species spread within the state, through organisms or through water movement; 
through caught bait regulations that could be strengthened, through intra-state regulations for 



boaters and promote clean/drain/dry. We realize there are some other pressures, like full boat 
ramps. Our goal is to reduce spreading of ANS species, water moves species as well as – we 
have regulations in place for the movement of water, and bait movement, can strengthen there, as 
well as boat regulations that could be strengthened. Other water movement is controlled by Dept. 
of Ag. and other entities. Reduce likelihood of spreading disease. Everything takes money; 
currently funded though WFF and some other monies. Propose increase on boat registrations or 
renewals to supplement what is going into WFF and ANS fund. Work with Dept of Water 
Resources and Dept of Ag on water movements, and ask for possible permitting fee on those. 
Five goals we have identified: need, actions and outcomes. Actions: strengthen communications 
with other agencies (Pet Trade, Dept of Ag, etc.), encourage them to dedicate staff and 
implementation similar to bait program. No oversight on permits issued by Dept of Ag or Dept 
of Water Resources, it is moving species, etc. develop protocols for their transfer permits and 
how the water has to be used, treat water or release in certain location. Get dedicated law 
enforcement staff or time to regulate those types of activities like boat inspections. Policy D20 is 
invasive species policy, could communicate better to our field staff on those decontamination 
plans; we are the agency concerned with it and we need to set by example. Work with Kansas 
leaders, on federal House there is Invasive Species Caucus, those involved get more funding for 
their states and those things would be beneficial to us. Option for boaters might be a check lane 
for boats so they could get away from the ramps, so they could pull of the side to clean, drain and 
dry; opportunity in motor boats funds possible for that. Other infrastructure might be a staff 
person, fish pathologists, which would be incredibly useful, have ability to test samples; could be 
faster than our current lab. Dedicated law enforcement (LE) staff or LE staff hours, helping with 
commercial bait, or rolling boat checks across the state or things like that. Also, talked about 
what other states are doing and other agencies, fish hatcheries could be upgraded, for instance 
Milford Fish Hatchery which is right below dam and Milford has zebra mussel, no protection to 
pond, we check periodically for that, but is a concern; working to get mechanical filtration and 
UV lights on there. We have four fish hatcheries that all could use some attention. Talked about 
policy D20 and would have to upgrade that, permanent decontamination stations at all of wildlife 
areas for boats, ATVs, and other equipment. We have portable units now, permanent equipment 
would be nice. Regulations we would like to throw ideas out on are: commercial bait regulations 
loophole, if commercial bait dealer, get from another bait dealer who gets from some other state 
or private person that has private water fishing impoundment, which is not tested for disease or 
villigers or things like that, want to see that changed. Focus on talk on bluegill green sunfish, 
change to get rid of that exemption, to any species that is caught has to be used where caught so 
no movement. Another regulation we would like to see clarified is; we allow triploid grass carp, 
want USFWS certified triploid grass carp, part of reasoning is it could create loopholes and gaps 
so percentage of individuals sterile is held at highest level. Next regulation is boating regulation 
and we want to see it state that boat plugs have to be left out when not in use. Two more items, 
regulation idea of something we would like to craft, prohibit water away from or onto 
department lands and waters, like we prohibit alcohol, don’t know technical details of all of that, 
don’t want to prevent people from bringing in to drink. In past, Commission asked us to provide 
receipt on one-year basis, it turns out that is expensive to do, compromise and provide stamp, a 
one-time issuance to provide on receipt and they would be responsible for ink and paper, we do 
provide duplicates. Ken Kreif – All of the stuff you discussed and what I have read in the 
package reflects similar to surrounding states. Nothing new to preventing the spread of ANS. On 
boat plugs, may clarify, but hats off to you. Chairman Lauber – I have been boating for 40 years, 



have forgot to insert drain plug properly. Will freeze if winter fishing, a burdensome overkill. 
Dealt with bluegill and sunfish exception before and social consideration and mis-identification. 
Don’t know how you can stop from pulling water from farm pond. Lots of good ideas but it will 
be an uphill battle. Commissioner Budd – Give Jessica and us a break, and asking a few more 
questions. 
 
VII.  RECESS AT 5:17 p.m. 
 
VIII.  RECONVENE AT 6:35 p.m.  
 
IX.  RE-INTRODUCTION OF COMMISSIONERS AND GUESTS 
 
XI.  DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
 C. Workshop Session (continued) 
 
 5. Aquatic Nuisance Species in Kansas Discussion – Jessica Howell, ANS coordinator, 
presented this update to the Commission (continued from afternoon). Commissioner Budd – I 
asked for this information, a lot of good information and there is a lot going towards the wish 
list. On a scale from 1 to 10, what are chances of stopping ANS species spread? Howell – I can’t 
put a number on it, but closer to 10. Chairman Lauber – Some are doable and some will create a 
lot of lost opportunity that will be misunderstood and won’t solve the problem. We may be able 
to slow down zebra mussel spread. Need to look at way to fix the problem, but takes money. 
Zebra mussels are harder to prove how they are coming through, greater likelihood coming 
through boats than fish. Clean, drain and dry is having some effect on the constituents. I don’t 
know where we go from here. Some things dealt with in the last 36 months, went one way and 
reversed our decision. Commissioner Budd – A lot of this is relying on funding, at end of day 
legislature will have final say on funding. Keep fighting the fight and encourage people to go to 
legislature. Commissioner Rider – Who is in charge of the advertising? Howell – I write up the 
ads and have them printed. Commissioner Rider – To me the biggest impact has been the 
advertising and literature, and people are more receptive to things the department is trying to put 
in place. Any dealings with zequanox they are using in Minnesota. Howell – IT is a dead 
bacteria, but there has been some concerns on toxicity to other organisms. Not 100 percent, 
treating coves in Minnesota, thought they had eradicated them, but found them again there in 
further tests. It shows promise for control, but not eradication. Kreif – Share with you a quick 
comment. My education, certified as one of the nine people west of Missouri River to train on 
this. As habitat is destroyed by invasive species and knowing that what we do to control zebra 
mussels also helps on those other invasive species; wildlife tends to disappear as well, 42 on 
T&E species are at risk primarily because of aquatic invasive species. Step back and look at all 
ANS species. My question is, raising a red flag as a private citizen. Because of what I have heard 
here feel my only option will be to go the legislature. We are trying to save this environment for 
the kids. Chairman Lauber – I have seen red flag wavers in California, any time effort to build a 
dam to hold the water there is an outcry to protect the species. We could button down the state of 
Kansas and say no boats, we could slow the spread down. I do this with certain perspective of 
inevitability and not sure how much recreational opportunities and what regulations I want to 
impose on the public, when I am not sure how much good it will do. When you start talking 



about the movement of water, need to get Water Office and Dept of Ag onboard with this too, 
not sure legislators will back that. Our job is to provide opportunity for a lot of people. Kreif – 
Minnesota, state of a thousand lakes, have 26 lakes contaminated, more than that, all those 
downstream are also contaminated. As far as taking away recreational activity, states I go fishing 
in, those restrictions are there. We are not say don’t go fishing or boating, but just be smart about 
it. Rather work with you because you are who knows how to make the system work for our 
environment. 
 
X.   GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 
None 
 
 D.  Public Hearing 
 
Notice and Submission Forms; Kansas Legislative Research Letter and Attorney General Letter 
(Exhibit T). 
 
  1. Early Migratory Bird Seasons - Tom Bidrowski, migratory game bird program 
manager, presented this update to the Commission (Exhibit U). The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) annually develops the frameworks for states to establish migratory game bird 
hunting seasons which establishes maximum bag, possession limits and season lengths, and 
earliest opening and latest closing dates. September Teal seasons are set at June SRC meeting, 
but with blue-winged teal numbers over 8.5 million we expect no changes which would allow a 
16-day season.  Staff is recommending 16-day season running September 12 through September 
27, 2015 in low plains; and 9-day season running September 19 through September 27, 2015 for 
the high plains. Recommending daily bag of 6 in aggregate (blue-wing, green-wing or 
cinnamon), with shooting hours one-half hour before sunrise to sunset. Commissioner Budd – 
Are shooting hours dictated by USFWS? Bidrowski – Yes. Tymeson – In Canada the 
frameworks are slightly different, they allow a half hour after sunset, why the discrepancy? 
Bidrowski – Set each year through the Environmental Impact Statement for Sport Harvest, with 
the last time updated was in 1988; but they have set out their basic rules that identify possession 
limits and our frameworks are set in that. It has been at least since the 1930s on that, but there 
have been some exceptions on resident Canada goose seasons and some depredation orders on 
light goose. 
 
Commissioner Roger Marshall moved to approve early migratory bird seasons before the 
Commission. Commissioner Don Budd second. 
 
The roll call vote on to approve was as follows (Exhibit V): 
Commissioner Budd         Yes 
Commissioner Dill         Absent 
Commissioner Doll         Absent 
Commissioner Hayzlett        Yes 
Commissioner Marshall        Yes 
Commissioner Rider         Yes 
Commissioner Lauber        Yes 



The motion as presented passed 5-0. 
 
  2. KAR 115-25-9a. Deer; open season, bag limit, and permits; additional considerations; 
Fort Riley. - Lloyd Fox, big game research biologist, presented this report to the Commission 
(Exhibit W). This regulation covers deer seasons on Fort Riley. They have basically the same 
hunting seasons as the rest of the state with the following exceptions: on archery season they 
have additional days from September 1 to September 13 and also from January 11 through 
January 31; on their season for youth and people with disabilities they asked for additional days 
from October 9 through October 12; and asked that no pre-rut season be held. The 12 days for 
their firearms deer season is broken into three time periods starting the Friday after 
Thanksgiving, November 22 to November 29, December 19 to December 23 and December 26 
to December 29. Chairman Lauber – This is what they recommend and we like to accommodate 
them whenever we can. 
 
Commissioner Gary Hayzlett moved to approve KAR 115-25-9a before the Commission. 
Commissioner Aaron Rider second. 
 
The roll call vote on KAR 115-25-9a to revoke was as follows (Exhibit X): 
Commissioner Budd         Yes 
Commissioner Dill         Absent 
Commissioner Doll         Absent 
Commissioner Hayzlett        Yes 
Commissioner Marshall        Yes 
Commissioner Rider         Yes 
Commissioner Lauber        Yes 
 
The motion as presented on KAR 115-25-9a passed 5-0. 
 
XII.  Old Business 
 
None 
 
XIII.  Other Business 
 
 A.  Future Meeting Locations and Dates 
 
August 20, 2015 – Wetland Education Center, Great Bend 
October 22, 2015 – Burlington Library conference room, Burlington 
January 7, 2016 – K-State Alumni Center, Manhattan 
March 2016 - Topeka 
  
XIV.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.  
 

(Exhibits and/or Transcript available upon request) 
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VI.  DEPARTMENT REPORT  
 B. General Discussion 
  1.  Big Game Permanent Regulations.   
 
All permanent regulations dealing with big game will be discussed together at this meeting.  In 
recent years these regulations have been brought forward in the General Discussion portion of 
the Commission Meeting in August to allow public comments and to determine if further review 
was needed.   
 

a)  K.A.R. 115-4-2. Big game; general provisions. 
 
Background    
 
 This regulation contains the following items: 
 

• Information that must be included on the carcass tag 
• Registration (including photo check) needed to transport certain animals 
• Procedures for transferring meat to another person 
• Procedures for possessing a salvaged big game carcass 
• Who may assist a big game permittee and how they may assist, including 

the provisions for designated individuals to assist disabled big game 
permittees 

 
Discussion 
 
Carcass tagging has been a tradition in big game management for decades. The primary concern 
behind that tagging was to establish ownership of the meat from big game animals. The carcass 
tag was attached to the leg of the animal and followed that carcass through the process from the 
field to the home or point where processing of the meat occurred. Often the head and antlers 
were separated from the carcass at a locker plant or other location resulting in no tag being 
attached to that part of the animal which was frequently transport to other locations. In recent 
years the emphasis of enforcement in big game hunting has placed a greater importance on 
identification of the owner of the antlers or horns of big game animals.  
 
Consideration will be made to change this regulation and require the tagging of the antlers on big 
game animals with antlers. 
 
Recommendation 
 
This regulation will be brought forward for further review this year. 
 
 

b)  K.A.R. 115-4-4.  Big game; legal equipment and taking methods. 
 
Background    



 
 
 This regulation contains the following items: 
 

• Specific equipment differences for hunting various big game species 
• Specifications for bright orange colored clothing, which must be worn 

when hunting during certain big game seasons 
• Accessory equipment such as calls, decoys, and blinds 
• Shooting hours  
• Special restrictions on the use of horses or mules to herd or drive elk 

 
Discussion 
 
Extensive modifications of this regulation were done two years ago.  Major changes included 
allowing any caliber center-fire rifle or handgun; crossbows were included as archery equipment; 
and additional accessory equipment was allowed. 
 
New hunting equipment continues to be created and people request changes in the regulation to 
allow novel equipment. Some of the recent requests have been to allow powerful air rifles to be 
used for big game hunting, to use atlatl spears and to allow draw locks for bows, as is currently 
authorized for people with disabilities.  
 
Historically, changes in this regulation have attempted to balance a potential benefit of allowing 
new equipment that might benefit a few people against the added complexity caused by changing 
the regulation, which may confuse other hunters. Typically the department has changed this 
regulation after a review for a period of years rather than annually.               
 
Recommendation 
 
No change is proposed for this regulation and it is not scheduled for further review this year. 
 
 

c)  K.A.R. 115-4-6. Deer; firearm management units. 
 
Background    
 
This regulation established the boundaries for the 19 Deer Management Units in Kansas.   
 
Discussion 
 
No changes in deer management unit boundaries are currently being discussed within the 
department, or have been requested by the public.  Changes in the management unit boundaries 
complicate trend analysis of hunter participation and harvest of deer.  Sub-division of units 
increases the need for larger sample sizes and more expense to obtain adequate information.   
 
Recommendation 



 
No change is proposed for this regulation and it is not scheduled for further review this year. 
 

d)  K.A.R. 115-4-11. Big game and wild turkey permit applications. 
 
Background    
 
This regulation describes general application procedures, including the establishment of priority 
drawing procedures when the number of applicants exceeds the availability of authorized 
permits.  The regulation also authorizes hunters to purchase a preference point for future 
applications.   
 
Discussion 
 
No changes in the application process of big game or wild turkey permits are currently being 
discussed within the department.  Requests for changes in allocation of either-species, either-sex 
firearm permits for resident youth hunters have been received from the public. 
 
Recommendation 
 
No change is proposed for this regulation and it is not scheduled for further review this year. 

  
e)  K.A.R. 115-4-13.  Deer permits; 

descriptions and restrictions. 
 
Background    
 
This regulation contains the following items: 
 

• Creates permit types that include:  
• White-tailed deer, either-sex (WTES) permit or white-tailed deer 

antlerless only (WTAO) permit for residents of Kansas; these permits are 
valid during all seasons with equipment authorized for that season 

• White-tailed deer, either-sex permit for nonresidents that are valid for one 
equipment type and one unit; nonresident hunters may designate one 
adjacent unit where they may hunt 

• Either-species, either-sex permits are restricted to a season or seasons and 
units where they may be used by resident and nonresident deer hunters 

• Hunt-on-your-own-land permits, including resident HOYOL, nonresident 
HOYOL, and special HOYOL permits for certain direct relatives of the 
landowner or tenant 

• Each deer permit is valid only for the species and antler category specified on the 
permit 

•       Antlerless deer are defined as a deer without a visible antler plainly protruding 
from the skull 

 



Discussion 
 
Two years ago the permit system was modified to create a nonresident deer permit with two tags, 
one being restricted to an antlerless white-tailed deer.  This change was made to encourage 
nonresident hunters to harvest antlerless deer in the areas they hunt at similar rates to the way 
resident hunters take that class of deer.  The results of that change are being monitored. 
 
 Recommendation 
 
No change is proposed for this regulation and it is not scheduled for further review this year. 



 
VI.  DEPARTMENT REPORT  
 B. General Discussion 
  1.  Deer 25-Series Regulations.   
 
Background 
 
The regulation contains the following items: 
 

< Dates of deer seasons when equipment such as archery, firearms, muzzleloader 
may be used 

< Provisions when seasons may occur on military subunits within management units 
< Dates for a special firearm deer season and extended archery seasons in urban 

units 
< Dates of deer seasons for designated persons 
< Dates and units when extended firearm seasons are authorized and the type of 

permits and changes in the species and antler categories of those permits 
< Limitations in obtaining multiple permits 

 
Discussion 
 
Annual adjustments will be made in the deer hunting season dates.  This review process initiates 
the discussion of potential changes in deer hunting seasons for 2016.  The recommendations at 
this time follow the traditional season structure.  
 
Population indices, mortality due to disease and changes in fawn recruitment will be examined 
and public input will be considered in the development of a list of units where an extended 
firearms seasons and white-tailed deer antlerless-only (WAO) permits will be authorized.  The 
number of WAO permits that may be used in each unit will also be evaluated after additional 
data becomes available.   
 
Recommendation 
 
Season dates suggested for deer hunting during 2016-17 are as follows: 
 
Youth and Disability   September 3, 2016 – September 11, 2016 
Early Muzzleloader  September 12, 2016 – September 25, 2016 
Archery   September 12, 2016 – December 31, 2016 
Pre-Rut WAO   October 8, 2016 – October 9, 2016 
Regular Firearms  November 30, 2016 – December 11, 2016 
1st Extended WAO  January 1, 2017 – January 2, 2017 
2nd Extended WAO  January 1, 2017 – January 8, 2017 
3rd Extended WAO  January 1, 2017 – January 15, 2017 
Extended Archery (DMU 19) January 16, 2017– January 31, 2017 
 



The proposed dates for the firearm season at the Fort Leavenworth subunit and at the Smoky Hill 
Air National Guard subunit will be presented at a later date after input from staff at those areas 
have been reviewed.   
 
Season dates for deer hunting at Fort Riley will be established in K.A.R. 115-25-9a which will 
be covered in a Workshop at a later date. 



Falconry Request 
Background 

At the June Commission meeting in Hays, Mr. Titus Plomaritis presented information 
regarding hunting jackrabbits at night with a bird of prey using a headlamp and a utility terrain 
vehicle (UTV).  Mr. Plomaritis requested that the regulations be changed to allow this type of 
hunting to be legal.  After viewing a video and a brief discussion, the Commission directed that 
the Department staff to prepare a report about this proposal. 

The following statutes have a bearing on legal methods to take jackrabbits. 

• K.S.A. 32-701, definitions, classifies jackrabbits as game animals in Kansas. 
• K.S.A. 32-1002, concerning taking or dealing in wildlife, states that unless permitted by 

law or rules and regulation adopted by the Secretary, it is unlawful for any person to hunt, 
fish, furharvest or take any wildlife in Kansas by any means or manner. 

• K.S.A. 32-1003, specifically concerning methods of taking wildlife, states in subsection 
(a) (1) that unless authorized by law or rules and regulation of the Secretary, it is 
unlawful to take a game animal from a motor vehicle or other land vehicle, unless the 
person holds a valid handicapped hunting permit issued pursuant to K.S.A. 32-931.  
Subsection (a) (7) of this same statute states that it is unlawful to throw or cast the rays of 
a spotlight, headlight or other artificial light on roads, fields, pastures and woodlands for 
the purpose of spotting, locating or taking any wildlife, while having in possession or 
control any rifle, pistol, shotgun, bow or other implement whereby wildlife could be 
taken.  Exceptions are included within this subsection to allow surveillance, active care 
for agricultural equipment or livestock, or for the protection of their property as allowed 
in K.S.A. 32-1002 (c) (2) (this concerns killing wildlife that is found in or near buildings 
on their premises or when destroying property; other limiting provision within this 
subsection apply). 
The Secretary’s regulations are the primary means that the allowances are given for the 

taking of wildlife.  In this case, K.A.R. 115-3-2 establishes the legal methods and equipment for 
taking jackrabbits.  Among the legal methods and equipment for taking jackrabbits, falconry is 
listed.  However, the use of motor vehicles, which would include UTVs, is not listed as being 
allowed.  The use of artificial light, whether from a headlamp, spotlight or handheld light is not 
listed as being allowed.  The hours for hunting or taking jackrabbits are from one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset during the established hunting season.  K.A.R. 115-25-3 establishes the 
open season for hunting and taking of jackrabbits to be January 1 through December 31. 

Mr. Plomaritis provided a recommendation to amend two subsections of K.A.R. 115-3-2.  
First would be to include language that allows the use of “hat lamp and UTV.”  The second 
would be to change the current hunting hours to allow the taking of hares by falconry birds 24 
hours per day.   



Discussion 

 In reviewing the statutes, the prohibition of taking game animals with the use of artificial 
light and motor vehicles was established long ago; most likely from the time the first laws 
enacted concerning the take of game animals.  The allowance to use artificial light for the taking 
of any wildlife has been restricted to the taking furbearers and the trapping of coyotes, in 
accordance with some very specific requirements.  In no situation has the use of artificial light 
been approved for taking any game animals. 

 In a similar fashion, the use of motor vehicles is prohibited in taking game animals and 
furbearers, except under the allowances provided to persons with certain types of disabilities 
under a handicapped hunt from a vehicle permit.  There is a specific allowance for taking 
coyotes with the use of motor vehicles, but that is the only exception allowed for a person 
without a disability. 

 A question was asked of the National Association of Conservation Law Enforcement 
Chiefs (NACLEC) if this hunting method would be allowed in their individual jurisdictions.  At 
the time of this writing, only eleven states have responded.  Of those responses, three would 
allow this type of hunt and eight replied it is prohibited.  Of the three states where it would be 
allowed, it was generally because the jackrabbit is classified as an animal that may be taken 
without a license, season or bag limit restrictions, in essence it is consider vermin.  In one of the 
three states, the activity would be allowed only on private with written permission. 

 The Kansas Hawking Club was contacted and asked if they had any interest in providing 
comment.  At the time of writing this report, no response has been received, however, the 
president of the club stated that he would contact the membership and probably provide their 
response to the Commission. 

 The Law Enforcement Division has serious concerns about allowing this method of 
hunting.  While this appears to be an effective way for a falconer to hunt with their bird and kill 
jackrabbits, the issue of fair chase should be considered.  The concern centers on whether it is 
appropriate to adopt regulations that allows for a hunter to flush and pursue game with a motor 
vehicle in an effort to kill it, regardless of what implement is actually used.  There is further 
concern if this is allowed for killing jackrabbits, will a request come at a later time to include 
different animals, such as cottontail rabbits, particularly because they are more widely distributed 
across the state and therefore may provide more opportunity.   Concern also exists regarding 
whether this allowance would be expanded to allow other equipment, such as archery equipment 
or firearms, to be use to take game with artificial light or from a motor vehicle.   

 While it would seem that this method would not interfere with other hunters, particularly 
when the hunting for other game would be during daylight hours, consideration should be given 
to whether or not this activity would actually disturb and move game animals, such as deer or 
antelope, from their normal use areas to other properties.  If this would occur, complaints may 



come from hunters adversely affected.   It is also unknown whether livestock producers may 
have concerns. While the hunter may have permission to hunt in particular field or pasture, it is 
unknown what impact may occur to livestock occupying adjacent lands. 

 It is the recommendation of the Law Enforcement Division that this request be denied. 



2013 Kansas Licensed Angler Survey 

 The Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism (KDWPT) conducts periodic 

surveys of its licensed anglers to maintain current information about their fishing characteristics, 

preferences, and attitudes.  One goal of the 2013 Kansas Licensed Angler Survey was to get 

information about special topics including socialization into fishing and knowledge of harmful 

algal-blooms.  Also, KDWPT wanted to know angler demographics and their fishing 

participation and characteristics; these questions were similar to previous surveys to identify 

trends.  Regularly obtaining human dimensions data from our angling constituents is as 

important as spring electrofishing, fall test netting, and creel surveys.  A total of 5,500 names 

were randomly selected from individuals who purchased a fishing privilege in 2013.  The first 

licensed angler survey was mailed on February 4, 2014 and included a postage paid reply 

envelope.  The second survey was mailed on March 28, 2014 to nonrespondents.  To increase 

response rate, a third survey was mailed to the remaining nonrespondents on June 9, 2014.  

Administrative staff at the Emporia Research and Survey office processed and data entered 

surveys.  KDWPT received surveys from 1,555 anglers, which is an effective response rate of 30 

percent.  Survey results pertaining to angler demographics, comparisons to the 2006 licensed 

angler survey, anglers’ level of awareness of harmful algal blooms, and socialization into fishing 

will be discussed.  Insights from the licensed angler survey will be useful for fisheries staff to 

proactively address anglers’ preferences.  Survey results have also prompted more questions and 

the need for additional research. 
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License and Permit Fees 
K.S.A. 115-2-1 Amount of fees 

The Fees Committee met again in July to assemble a list of fee recommendations to bring before 
the Commission. In review, this discussion is necessary for several reasons. First, hunting and 
fishing license fees have not been increased since 2002 and deer and turkey permit fees have 
remained the same since 1984.  Fees have not kept up with inflation, and the uncommitted 
reserve in our Wildlife Fee Fund (WFF) has begun to shrink.  
 
A gallon of gas was $1.35 in 2002. This year, gas has averaged $2.50 per gallon. Inflation has 
increased costs by 32 percent since 2002. Twenty dollars worth of goods purchased in 2002, now 
cost $26.40. Current priority programs cost more than annual revenue. 
 
When the committee compared Kansas fees to those of surrounding states, it was apparent that 
with recommended increases, Kansas fishing and hunting fees will remain competitively priced. 

Iowa –  Res. Annual Hunt – $30   NR Hunt – $123 
Res. Combo – $47 
Res. 3-year – $86   

 Res. Fish – $19    NR Fish – $41 
 Res. 1-day fish – $9.50   NR 1-day fish – $10.50 

Res. Deer – $28.50   NR Deer – $298 
 Res. Turkey – $24.50   NR Turkey – $102 
 
NE –  Res. Annual Hunt – $34   NR Hunt – $101 
 Res. Combo – $40   NR Combo – $131 
 Res. 5-year hunt – $271   NR 5-year Hunt – $421 
 Res. 5-year combo – $241  NR 5-year Combo – $621 

Res. Fish – $27.50   NR Fish – $59.50 
Res. Fish 1–day – $6.50   NR Fish 1-day – $8.50 
Res. Fish 3–day – $21.50  NR Fish 3-day – $26.50 
Res. Deer – $30    NR Deer – $216 
(Statewide Buck – $73.50)  (Statewide Buck – $536) 
Res. Turkey – $24   NR Turkey – $96 
 

 
OK – Res. Annual Hunt – $25 (FY – $32) NR Hunt – $142 (FY – $176) 
 Res. Combo – $42 (FY – $53)  NR Hunt 5–day – $75 (pheasant) 
 Res. 5-year Hunt – $88  
 Res. 5-year Combo – $148 
 Res. Annual Fish – $25    NR Fish – $55 
 Res. 5-year Fish – $88   NR 6-day fish – $35 
 Res. 2–day fish – $15   NR 1-day fish – $15 
 Res. Deer $20    NR Deer – $280 

Res. Turkey – $10   NR Turkey – $10 



115-2-1.  Amount of fees.  The following fees shall be in effect for the following licenses, 

permits, and other issues of the department:  (a)  Hunting licenses and permits. 

Resident hunting license  ........................................................................................... $18.00 $25.00 

Resident hunting license (valid through calendar year of purchase and 

 4 additional calendar years) ...................................................................................... 100.00 

Resident senior hunting license (annual purchase, 65 years of age through 74 years  

of age) ...................................................................................................................9.00 12.50 

Resident youth hunting license (one-time purchase, valid from 16 years of age through 20 

years of age, expiring at the end of that calendar year) ................................................40.00 

Nonresident hunting license  .......................................................................................... 70.00 95.00 

Nonresident junior hunting license (under 16 years of age)  ..........................................35.00 40.00 

Resident big game hunting permit: 

 General resident: either-sex elk permit .......................................................... 250.00 300.00 

 General resident: antlerless-only elk permit ...................................................100.00 150.00 

 General resident youth (under 16 years of age): either-sex elk permit .......................125.00 

 General resident youth (under 16 years of age): antlerless-only elk permit .................50.00 

 Landowner/tenant: either-sex elk permit ....................................................... 125.00 150.00 

 Landowner/tenant: antlerless-only elk permit ....................................................50.00 75.00 

 Hunt-on-your-own-land: either-sex elk permit .............................................. 125.00 150.00 

 Hunt-on-your-own-land: antlerless-only elk permit ...........................................50.00 75.00 

 General resident: deer permit  .............................................................................30.00 40.00 

 General resident youth (under 16 years of age): deer permit  .......................................10.00 

 General resident: antlerless-only deer permit  ....................................................15.00 20.00 



 General resident youth (under 16 years of age): antlerless-only deer permit  ................7.50 

 Landowner/tenant: deer permit ...........................................................................15.00 20.00 

 Hunt-on-your-own-land: deer permit  .................................................................15.00 20.00 

 Special hunt-on-your-own-land: deer permit  .....................................................30.00 85.00 

 General resident: antelope permit  ......................................................................40.00 50.00 

 General resident youth (under 16 years of age): antelope permit  ................................10.00 

 Landowner/tenant: antelope permit  ...................................................................20.00 25.00 

 Hunt-on-your-own-land: antelope permit .....................................................................20.00 

 Antelope preference point service charge  ............................................................5.00 10.00 

 Any-deer preference point service charge ............................................................5.00 10.00 

 Application fee for elk permit ...............................................................................5.00 10.00 

Wild turkey permit: 

 General resident: turkey permit (1-bird limit)  ...................................................20.00 25.00 

 General resident youth (under 16 years of age): turkey permit (1-bird limit)  .............. 5.00 

 Resident landowner/tenant: turkey permit (1-bird limit)  ...................................10.00 12.50 

 Nonresident: fall turkey permit (1-bird limit)  ....................................................30.00 50.00 

 Nonresident tenant: fall turkey permit (1-bird limit)  ...................................................25.00 

 Nonresident: spring turkey permit (1-bird limit)  ........................................................ 60.00 

 Nonresident tenant: spring turkey permit (1-bird limit) ...............................................30.00 

 Nonresident youth (under 16 years of age): turkey permit (1-bird limit) .....................10.00 

 Resident: turkey preference point service charge ...........................................................5.00 

Wild turkey game tag: 

 Resident: turkey game tag (1-bird limit)  ............................................................10.00 15.00 



 Resident youth (under 16 years of age): turkey game tag (1-bird limit)  ...................... 5.00 

 Nonresident: turkey game tag (1-bird limit)  ......................................................20.00 30.00 

 Nonresident youth (under 16 years of age): turkey game tag (1-bird limit)  ................10.00 

Spring wild turkey permit and game tag combination (2-bird limit, must be purchased 

before April 1 of year of use): 

 General resident: turkey permit and game tag combination (2-bird limit)  ........25.00 35.00 

General resident youth (under 16 years of age): turkey permit and game tag combination  

(2-bird limit) .................................................................................................................10.00 

Resident landowner/tenant: turkey permit and game tag combination  

 (2-bird limit) .......................................................................................................15.00 17.50 

Nonresident: turkey permit and game tag combination (2-bird limit)  ...............45.00 85.00 

Nonresident tenant: turkey permit and game tag combination  

 (2-bird limit) .................................................................................................................42.50 

Nonresident youth (under 16 years of age): turkey permit and game tag combination  

(2-bird limit) .................................................................................................................20.00 

Nonresident big game hunting permit: 

 Nonresident hunt-on-your-own-land: deer permit  .............................................75.00 85.00 

 Nonresident tenant: deer permit  ...................................................................................85.00 

 Nonresident: deer permit (antlered deer)  .......................................................300.00 400.00 

 Nonresident youth (under 16 years of age): deer permit (antlered deer)  .....................75.00 

 Nonresident: deer permit (antlerless only)  ...................................................................50.00 

 Nonresident: combination 2-deer permit (antlered deer and  

 antlerless white-tailed deer) ............................................................................315.00 415.00 



 Nonresident youth (under 16 years of age): combination 2-deer permit (antlered deer and antlerless white    

 Nonresident: antelope permit (archery only) ..................................................200.00 300.00 

 Nonresident tenant: antelope permit .............................................................................85.00 

 Nonresident youth (under 16 years of age): antelope (archery only) .........................100.00 

  Nonresident: deer permit application fee ............................................................20.00 25.00 

 Nonresident: mule deer stamp ........................................................................100.00 150.00 

48-hour waterfowl hunting permit  ...........................................................................................25.00 

Field trial permit: game birds  ...................................................................................................20.00 

Lifetime hunting license  ............................................................................................440.00 500.00 

 or eight quarterly installment payments of  ........................................................60.00 67.50 

Migratory waterfowl habitat stamp  ....................................................................................5.00 8.00 

Special dark goose hunting permit  .............................................................................................5.00 

Sandhill crane hunting permit: validation fee  ............................................................................5.00 

Disabled person hunt-from-a-vehicle permit  ..................................................................................0 

 (b) Fishing licenses and permits. 

Resident fishing license  .................................................................................................18.00 25.00 

Resident fishing license (valid through calendar year of purchase and 

4 additional calendar years) ....................................................................................... 100.00 

Resident senior fishing license (annual purchase, 65 years of age through 74 years  

of age) ...................................................................................................................9.00 12.50 

Resident youth fishing license (one-time purchase, valid from 16 years of age through 20 

years of age, expiring at the end of that calendar year) ................................................40.00 

Nonresident fishing license  ............................................................................................40.00 50.00 



24-hour fishing license  .............................................................................................................. 3.00 

Resident calendar day fishing license .........................................................................................6.00 

Nonresident calendar day fishing license .................................................................................12.00 

Three-pole permit................................................................................................................4.00 6.00 

Tournament bass pass .....................................................................................................10.00 12.00 

Paddlefish permit (six carcass tags) ..........................................................................................10.00 

Paddlefish permit youth (under 16 years of age) (six carcass tags) ............................................5.00 

Hand fishing permit ..................................................................................................................25.00 

Lifetime fishing license ..............................................................................................440.00 500.00 

 or eight quarterly installment payments of  ........................................................60.00 67.50 

Five-day nonresident fishing license  .............................................................................20.00 25.00 

Institutional group fishing license  ..........................................................................................100.00 

Special nonprofit group fishing license  ...................................................................................50.00 

Trout permit  ...................................................................................................................10.00 12.00 

 (c) Combination hunting and fishing licenses and permits. 

Resident combination hunting and fishing license  ........................................................36.00 45.00 

Resident combination hunting and fishing license (must be purchased before February 1  

of year of use) ...............................................................................................................40.00 

Resident combination hunting and fishing license (valid through calendar year of  

purchase and 4 additional calendar years) ................................................................. 180.00 

Resident senior combination hunting and fishing license (annual purchase, 65 years of age  

through 74 years of age) .....................................................................................18.00 22.50 

Resident combination youth hunting and fishing license (one-time purchase, valid from 



16 

years of age through 20 years of age, expiring at the end of that calendar year) .........70.00 

Resident lifetime combination hunting and fishing license  .......................................880.00 960.00 

 or eight quarterly installment payments of  ....................................................120.00 130.00 

Resident senior lifetime combination hunting and fishing license (one-time purchase, valid 

 65 years of age and older) .............................................................................................40.00 

Nonresident combination hunting and fishing license  ...............................................110.00 135.00 

 (d) Furharvester licenses. 

Resident furharvester license  .........................................................................................18.00 25.00 

Resident junior furharvester license  ...............................................................................10.00 12.50 

Lifetime furharvester license  .....................................................................................440.00 500.00 

 or eight quarterly installment payments of   .......................................................60.00 67.50 

Nonresident furharvester license ............................................................................................250.00 

Nonresident bobcat permit (1-bobcat limit per permit)  .........................................................100.00 

Resident fur dealer license  .....................................................................................................100.00 

Nonresident fur dealer license  ...............................................................................................400.00 

Field trial permit: furbearing animals  ......................................................................................20.00 

 (e) Commercial licenses and permits. 

Controlled shooting area hunting license  .......................................................................15.00 25.00 

Resident mussel fishing license  ...............................................................................................75.00 

Nonresident mussel fishing license  .....................................................................................1,000.00 

Mussel dealer permit  ..............................................................................................................200.00 

Missouri river fishing permit  ...................................................................................................25.00 



Game breeder permit ................................................................................................................10.00 

Controlled shooting area operator license ..............................................................................200.00 

Commercial dog training permit  ..............................................................................................20.00 

Commercial fish bait permit  ....................................................................................................20.00 

Commercial prairie rattlesnake harvest permit (without a valid Kansas hunting license) .......20.00 

Commercial prairie rattlesnake harvest permit (with a valid Kansas hunting license or 

     exempt from this license requirement) ..................................................................................5.00 

Commercial prairie rattlesnake dealer permit ...........................................................................50.00 

Prairie rattlesnake round-up event permit  ................................................................................25.00 

 (f) Collection, scientific, importation, rehabilitation, and damage-control permits. 

Scientific, educational, or exhibition permit  ............................................................................10.00 

Raptor propagation permit  ..............................................................................................................0 

Rehabilitation permit  ......................................................................................................................0 

Wildlife damage-control permit  ......................................................................................................0 

Wildlife importation permit  .....................................................................................................10.00 

Threatened or endangered species: special permits  ........................................................................0 

 (g) Falconry. 

Apprentice permit  ....................................................................................................................75.00 

General permit  .........................................................................................................................75.00 

Master permit  ...........................................................................................................................75.00 

Testing fee  ................................................................................................................................50.00 

 (h) Miscellaneous fees. 

Duplicate license, permit, stamp, and other issues of the department ......................................10.00 



Special departmental services, materials, or supplies  ........................................................... At cost 

Vendor bond 

 For bond amounts of $5,000.00 and less  .....................................................................50.00 

 For bond amounts of more than $5,000.00 ...................................................................50.00 

 plus $6.00 per additional $1,000.00 coverage or any fraction thereof. 

 This regulation shall be effective on and after January 1, 2015 2016.  (Authorized by 

K.S.A. 2013 2014 Supp. 32-807 and K.S.A. 2013 2014 Supp. 32-988; implementing K.S.A. 

2013 2014 Supp. 32-807, K.S.A. 2013 2014 Supp. 32-988, and K.S.A. 2013 2014 Supp. 32-

9,100; effective Dec. 4, 1989; amended Sept. 10, 1990; amended Jan. 1, 1991; amended June 8, 

1992; amended Oct. 12, 1992; amended April 11, 1994; amended Aug. 29, 1994; amended June 

5, 1995; amended Aug. 21, 1995; amended Feb. 28, 1997; amended July 30, 1999; amended Jan. 

2, 2002; amended Jan. 1, 2003; amended Jan. 1, 2004; amended Feb. 18, 2005; amended Jan. 1, 

2006; amended May 1, 2006; amended Jan. 1, 2007; amended Jan. 1, 2008; amended Jan. 1, 

2009; amended Jan. 1, 2010; amended Aug. 1, 2010; amended Jan. 1, 2011; amended Jan. 1, 

2013; amended April 19, 2013; amended Nov. 15, 2013; amended Jan. 1, 2015; amended P-

___________.) 



 ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
K.A.R. 115-2-1.  Amount of fees. 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This permanent regulation establishes fish and wildlife-related license and 

permit fees.  The proposed amendments would increase various hunting and fishing license fees. 

General hunting and fishing license fees have stayed the same since 2002 and resident deer and 

turkey permits have not increased since 1983. 

FEDERAL MANDATE: None. 

ECONOMIC IMPACT:  The permit and license fee increases would generate approximately 

$6,468,000, assuming no resistance factor from license or permit buyers, all of which would 

accrue to the wildlife fee fund.  Otherwise, no negative economic impact is anticipated for the 

department, other agencies, small businesses, or the public. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: None. 



VI. DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 C. Workshop 
  2. KAR 15-25-(5-6) Turkey; seasons, bag limits, permits, & game tags 

 
Background 
 
The 2015 spring turkey season was open during the entire months of April and May and included 
three different seasons (youth/disabled, archery, and regular).  The fall 2015 season will open on 
October 1 and run through the end of January, 2016 but will be closed during the regular firearm 
deer season (Dec. 2-13).   Hunting is regulated within the same six management units during 
both seasons (Figure 1).     
 
The department currently sells spring turkey permits to more than 45,000 hunters and fall turkey 
permits to more than 10,000 hunters.  Those individuals purchased 74,609 carcass tags for the 
most recent spring season (2015) and 12,976 for the most recent fall season (2014; Table 1).  
Nonresidents accounted for 38.1 percent of Kansas’ spring hunters and 26.0 percent of the fall 
hunters in the most recent seasons.  Harvest has averaged around 33,000 and 3,700 over the last 
several spring and fall seasons, respectively (Table 1).   
 
Population Status and Productivity 
   
Conditions were generally improved for production in 2014 across most regions of the state due 
to some spring rainfall improving vegetation.  As a result, poult production was 48.3 percent 
below the previous 10-year average on a statewide scale.  Production was below the 10-year 
average in every region of the state which led to an annual population decline for most regions 
(Figure 2).  Hunt success was not markedly affected this spring because 2011 and 2012 were 
both pretty good production years in most regions.  Those good hatches resulted in an abundance 
of 2- and 3-year old gobblers that were available to hunters this past spring.  It is likely that hunt 
success in 2015 will decline some in most areas due to the poor 2013 hatch, which will mean 
fewer 2-year old gobblers.  At the time this document was prepared, the 2014 brood survey was 
underway so production for the current summer was not yet known.       
 
Recommendation 
 
The Department utilizes an adaptive harvest strategy to help guide staff recommendations on 
wild turkey bag limits during both the spring and fall seasons.  The intent of the strategy is to 
maintain a high level of hunter success in every hunt unit and provide a more consistent method 
of developing staff recommendations.  The strategy includes a hierarchy of regulation packages 
for both the spring and fall seasons and established triggers for when and how changes to bag 
limits will be recommended.  An analysis of the spring 2015 harvest data revealed that none of 
those triggers were eclipsed, so staff is not recommending any changes to the 2015 bag limits for 
either the spring or fall season.  The 2016 spring seasons will be April 1-10 for youth/disabled, 
April 4-10 for archery-only, and April 11- May 31 for the regular season. 
 
 
 



Table 1.  Kansas wild turkey permit sales, total harvest, and hunter success for each of the last 5 
seasons, 2011-2015. 
      

 
 

Year 

Spring Fall 

Permits & Game 
Tags 

Total 
Harvest 

Successa 
(%)  

Permits & 
Game Tags 

Total 
Harvest 

Successa 
(%) 

2011 64,972 32,298 61  12,914 3,677 (39%) 36 

2012 63,928 31,239 60  14,261 NAc NA 

2013 73,581 33,925 57  13,720 NA NA 

2014 71,903 31,988 55  12,976 NA NA 

2015 74,609 36,758 54  -- -- -- 
a Success was the percentage of active hunters harvesting ≥ 1 bird. 
b Percentage of harvest composed of females. 
c NA = not available 
 
 

 
 

Figure 1. The map depicts the hunting units for Kansas’ 2015 turkey seasons.  A spring turkey 
permit could be purchased over-the-counter that is valid in Units 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6.  Five hundred 
spring permits were issued for Unit 4 through a pre-season drawing and they were also valid in 

adjacent units.  An additional spring game tag could be purchased over-the-counter and was 
valid in Units 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6.  A fall turkey permit can be purchased over-the-counter that is 
valid in Units 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6.  Up to 3 additional fall turkey game tags can be purchased and 

will be valid in only Unit 2.  There will be no fall turkey hunting allowed in Unit 4.  
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Figure 2. The spring rural mail carrier index (birds/100 mi. traveled) to wild turkey populations 

in the 6 Kansas management regions, 2010-2014. 
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2016 Reference Document Proposed Changes for Special Length and Creel 
Limits: 
 

• Melvern Reservoir -- add a 35-inch minimum length limit and change to a 5/day 
creel limit on blue catfish; change to an 18-inch minimum length limit on spotted 
bass, and sauger.   

• Clinton Reservoir -- add a 35-inch minimum length limit and change to a 5/day creel 
limit on blue catfish; change to an 18-inch minimum length limit on smallmouth 
bass. 

• Elk City Reservoir -- add a 35-inch minimum length limit; change to a 5/day creel 
limit on blue catfish. 

• El Dorado Reservoir -- remove the 18-inch minimum length limit on largemouth 
bass, smallmouth bass, and spotted bass.  Change to a 25- to 35-inch slot-length limit 
and no more than 2/day 35-inch or larger creel limit on blue catfish. 

• Tuttle Creek, John Redmond, LaCygne, and Pomona Reservoirs -- change to a 5/day 
creel limit on blue catfish 

• Bone Creek Reservoir -- add an 18-inch minimum length limit; 2/day creel limit on 
saugeye. 

• Winfield City Lake -- add an 18-inch minimum length limit on smallmouth bass. 
• Osage State Fishing Lake -- change to a 5/day creel limit on largemouth bass. 
• Severy City Lake -- change to a 13- to 18-inch slot-length limit on largemouth bass. 
• Olpe City Lake -- change to an 18-inch minimum length limit on largemouth bass. 
• Pleasanton City Lake - Old -- remove the 10-inch minimum length limit and the 

10/day creel limit on crappie. 
• Leawood - Ironwoods Park Pond -- change to a 2/day creel limit on channel catfish. 
• Lenexa - Resurrection Pond -- change to a 5/day creel limit on channel catfish. 
• Louisburg - Lewis Young Park Lake -- change to a 5/day creel limit on channel 

catfish. 
• Louisburg City Lake -- change to a 5/day creel limit on channel catfish. 
• Olathe - East High School Pond -- change to a 5/day creel limit on channel catfish. 
• Olathe - Heatherstone Park Pond -- change to a 5/day creel limit on channel catfish. 
• Olathe - Oregon Trail Pond -- change to a 5/day creel limit on channel catfish. 
• Olathe - Stagecoach Park Pond -- change to a 5/day creel limit on channel catfish. 
• Shawnee - Monticello Springs Lake -- change to a 5/day creel limit on channel 

catfish. 
• Gridley City Lake -- change to a 15-inch minimum length limit on walleye. 
• Lawrence - Sandra Shaw Community Health Park Pond -- add a 2/day creel limit on 

channel catfish. 
• Osage City Lake -- change to a 5/day creel limit on channel catfish; a 50/day creel 

limit on crappie. 
• Mt. Hope - Oak Street Park Pond -- Change name to Mount Hope Woodland Park 

Pond.  
• Lansing City Lake #2 -- Change name to Lansing - Billy Blackwell Lake. 
• Manhattan - Anneberg Park Pond -- Change name to Manhattan - Jerry Dishman 

Lake. 



 
Other Proposed 2016 Fishing Regulation Changes. 
 
Change 115-1-1 (54). Definition of a set line. 
 Current definition of a set line.  “Set line” means that a string or cord that is anchored at 
one point, does not have more than two hooks, and is not associated with a hand-operated 
mechanical reel.   

We propose that there must be at least a weight of 25 pounds at the end of the set line to 
be considered “anchored.”  We also propose that if a float is used with a set line, all float 
material shall be constructed only from plastic, wood, or foam and shall be a closed-cell 
construction. 

 
Change 115-7-10 (d). Fishing; Special Provisions.  

This change will clarify the precise limits this regulation places on angling and bait 
collecting activities in, over and in close proximity to fishways. 

 
Current Regulation states: 
(d)  No person may fish or collect bait within a fish passage, fish ladder, fish steps, or fishway.  
“Fish passage, fish ladder, fish steps, or fishway” shall mean a structure that facilitates the 
natural migration of fish upstream on, through, or around an artificial barrier or dam.  
 
Proposed Change: 
(d)  No person shall fish or collect bait within, cast fishing line or throw nets into or over, or 
trespass with the intent of fishing within a fish passage, fish ladder or fishway. “Fish passage, 
fish ladder, or fishway” shall mean a structure that facilitates the natural migration of fish 
upstream on, through, or around an artificial barrier or dam. 



Duck Zone Boundaries 
No briefing book item – handout at meeting 
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 Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism Commission 
 
 Notice of Public Meeting 
 

A public meeting will be conducted by the Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism Commission at 
6:30 p.m., Thursday, August 20, 2015 at the Kansas Wetlands Education Center, 592 NE K-156 
Highway, Great Bend, Kansas, to consider the future regulatory business of the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism. 

A general discussion and workshop meeting on business of the Wildlife, Parks, and 
Tourism Commission will begin at 1:00 p.m., August 20 at the location listed above.  The 
meeting will recess at approximately 5:00 p.m. then resume at 6:30 p.m. at the same location for 
more business.  There will be public comment periods at the beginning of the afternoon and 
evening meeting for any issues not on the agenda and additional comment periods will be 
available during the meeting on agenda items. Old and new business may also be discussed at 
this time.  If necessary to complete business matters, the Commission will reconvene at 9:00 a.m. 
August 21 at the location listed above. 

Any individual with a disability may request accommodation in order to participate in the 
public meeting and may request the meeting materials in an accessible format.  Requests for 
accommodation to participate in the meeting should be made at least five working days in 
advance of the meeting by contacting Sheila Kemmis, Commission Secretary, at (620) 672-5911. 
Persons with a hearing impairment may call the Kansas Commission for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing at 1-800-432-0698 to request special accommodations. 

This notice period prior to the hearing constitutes a public comment period for the 
purpose of receiving written public comments on future proposed administrative regulations. 

All interested parties may submit written comments prior to the hearing to the Chairman 
of the Commission, Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism, 1020 S. Kansas Ave, 
Suite 200, Topeka, KS 66612 or to sheila.kemmis@ksoutdoors.com if electronically.  All 
interested parties will be given a reasonable opportunity at the meeting to express their views 
orally in regard to the proposed business.  During the meeting, all written and oral comments 
submitted by interested parties will be considered by the commission as a basis for approving, 
amending and approving, or rejecting the proposed future regulations. 

Other information may be obtained by writing the chairman of the Commission at the 
address above, electronically on the department’s website at www.kdwpt.state.ks.us, or by 
calling (785) 296-2281. 
  
 Gerald Lauber, Chairman       

mailto:sheila.kemmis@ksoutdoors.com�


2015-2016 LATE MIGRATORY GAME BIRD SEASONS 
August 20, 2015 

 
 
BACKGROUND  
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) annually develops the frameworks for states to 
establish migratory game bird hunting seasons. The USFWS frameworks establish maximum bag 
and possession limits, season lengths, and earliest opening and latest closing dates. States must 
operate within the frameworks when establishing state-specific waterfowl seasons. Late 
migratory game bird frameworks are published in August, after results from the May Breeding 
Duck Survey and other population and harvest data are available and recommendations from the 
various Flyway Councils are reviewed at the USFWS Service Regulation Committee (SRC) 
Meeting (July 29-30, 2015).  Working within the confines of the USFWS frameworks, KDWPT 
annually establishes general waterfowl seasons, youth hunter waterfowl days and falconry 
waterfowl seasons during their late migratory game bird season setting process.  
 
DUCK, MERGANSER, AND COOT SEASONS 
Since 1995, Adaptive Harvest Management (AHM) has been adopted for setting duck hunting 
regulations in the United States. The AHM approach provides the framework for making 
objective decisions through four regulatory packages listed below. Optimal AHM strategies are 
calculated using: (1) harvest-management objectives specific to each mallard stock; (2) 
regulatory alternatives; and (3) current population models and associated weights for 
midcontinent mallards.  

AHM Regulatory Packages 
- Liberal package 

o Season Length: 74-day Low Plains Season, 97-day High Plains Season 
o Daily bag limit: 6 birds with various species restrictions.  

- Moderate package  
o Season Length: 60-day Low Plains Season, 83-day High Plains Season 
o Daily bag limit: 6 birds with various species restrictions.  

- Restrictive package 
o Season Length: 39-day Low Plains Season, 51-day High Plains Season 
o Daily bag limit: 3 birds with various species restrictions.  

- Closed 
 
Based on this year’s breeding population estimate of 11.79 million midcontinent mallards and 
4.15 million May ponds in Prairie Canada, the prescribed regulatory choice for the 2015-16 
general duck season is the “liberal” alternative. Kansas has been in the liberal alterative since 
1996.  

CANADA, WHITE-FRONTED, BRANT, AND LIGHT GEESE - Harvest prescriptions for the Central 
Flyway’s goose populations are based on population and harvest objectives as specified in 
population specific management plans. 



2015-16 FEDERAL FRAMEWORKS FOR DUCKS, MERGANSER, AND COOTS 

 
Outside Dates:  
- Between the Saturday nearest September 24 (September 26 in 2015) and the last 

Sunday in January (January 31 in 2016) 

Season Length:  
- High Plains Unit: 97 days. The last 23 days may start no earlier than the Saturday                

nearest December 10 (December 12 in 2015) 
- Low Plains Unit: 74 days 

 
Bag & Possession Limit: 
- Duck: The daily bag limit is 6 ducks, with species and sex restrictions as follows: 

5 mallards (no more than 2 of which may be females), 3 scaup, 3 wood ducks, 2 
redheads, 2 pintails, and 2 canvasback  

- Merganser: The daily bag limit is 5 mergansers, only 2 of which may be hooded 
mergansers. States have the option to include mergansers in the duck daily bag limit 
in which case the daily limit of merganser would be the same as the duck bag limit 
(6), of which two may be hooded mergansers 

- Coot: The daily bag limit is 15 coots 
- Possession limit: three times the daily bag limit. 
Zones/ Split Options:  
- High Plains – no zones and up to two segments 
- Low Plains – three zones with each having up to two segments  

    Or three-way split season, no zones 
Shooting Hours: One-half hour before sunrise until sunset daily 

 
 
YOUTH WATERFOWL HUNTING DAYS 
States may select two consecutive days per duck-hunting zone, designated as “Youth Waterfowl 
Hunting Days,” in addition to their regular duck seasons, under the following guidelines: 

1. The days must be held outside any regular duck season on a weekend, holidays, or other 
non-school days when youth hunters would have the maximum opportunity to participate. 

2. The days may be held up to 14 days before or after any regular duck-season frameworks 
or within any split of a regular duck season, or within any other open season on migratory 
birds. 

3. The daily bag limits may include ducks, geese, tundra swans, mergansers, coots, 
moorhens, and gallinules and would be the same as those allowed in the regular season. 
Flyway species and area restrictions would remain in effect. 

4. Shooting hours would be one-half hour before sunrise to sunset. 



5. Youth hunters must be 15 years of age or younger. In addition, an adult at least 18 years 
of age must accompany the youth hunter into the field. This adult may not duck hunt but 
may participate in other seasons that are open on the special youth day.  

 

CANADA, WHITE-FRONTED, BRANT, AND LIGHT GEESE  
 
Outside Dates:  
- Dark Geese (Canada, White-fronted, and Brant): may be selected between the outside 

dates of the Saturday nearest September 24 (September 26 in 2015) and the Sunday 
nearest February 15 (February 14 in 2016) 

- Light Geese (Ross’s and Snow): may be selected between the outside dates of the 
Saturday nearest September 24 (September 26 in 2015) and March 10  

- Light Goose Conservation Order: January 1 through April 30 (KAR 115-18-16) 
 
Season Length, Bag and Possession Limits:  
- Dark Geese:  

o Canada geese (or any other dark goose species except white-fronted geese) not to 
exceed 107 days with a daily bag limit of 8  

o White-fronted geese, States may select either a season of: 
 Option A: 74 days with a bag limit of 3 
 Option B: 88 day season with a bag limit of 2 

o Possession limit:  three times the daily bag limit. 
 

- Light Geese: not to exceed 107 days with a daily bag limit of 50 with no possession limit   
 

- Light Goose Conservation Order: Must be held outside of all other waterfowl seasons 
and no daily bag or possession limits. Electronic calls as well as shotguns (no larger than 
10 gauge) capable of holding in excess of 3 shells are permitted  
 

 
Shooting hours:   
- General Goose Seasons: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset 
- Light Goose Conservation Season: One-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after 

sunset  
 

 
Zones/ Split Options:  
- General Goose Seasons: No zones and up to two segments 
- Light Goose Conservation Season:  No zones or splits 



EXTENDED FALCONRY SEASON 

In addition to general waterfowl seasons, falconers may take migratory game birds during the 
special "extended" falconry season. The combined total number of days of take (i.e. teal season, 
general waterfowl season, and falconry) cannot exceed the Migratory Bird Treaty Act imposed 
maximum allowable annual hunting days for any one species of 107.  

 
Outside Dates:  
- September 1 - March 10 
 
Season Length:  
- For all hunting methods combined, the combined length of the extended season, regular 

season, and any special or experimental seasons must not exceed 107 days for any 
species or group of species in a geographical area. Each extended season may be divided 
into a maximum of 3 segments 

 
Bag & Possession Limit:  
- The daily bag limit may include no more than 3 migratory game birds, singly or in the 

aggregate. The possession limit is three times the daily bag limit. These limits apply to 
falconry during both regular hunting seasons and extended falconry seasons. The falconry 
bag and possession limits are not in addition to regular season limits. 

 
Hawking Hours:  
- One-half hour before sunrise to sunset 

 

2015-16 STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
DUCK, MERGANSER, AND COOT SEASONS 
Staff recommends adopting a 96-day season in the High Plains unit and 74-day season in the 
Low Plains Unit (See figure 1 for Kansas’s Duck Hunting Zone Map). Adopt Federal 
Frameworks for daily bag limit, possession limit and shooting hours and option A for merganser 
limit. Staff recommends the following season dates.  

- High Plains Unit:    Oct. 10, 2015 - Jan. 4, 2016 and Jan. 23-31, 2016 
- Low Plains Early Zone  Oct. 10 - Dec. 6, 2015 and Dec. 19, 2015 - Jan. 3, 

2016 
- Low Plains Late Zone  Oct. 31, 2015 - Jan. 3, 2016 and Jan. 23-31, 2016 
- Low Plains Southeast Zone Nov. 14, 2015 - Jan. 3, 2016 and Jan. 9-31, 2016 

 



YOUTH WATERFOWL HUNTING DAYS 
Staff recommends adopting two youth waterfowl hunting days. Adopt Federal Frameworks daily 
bag limit, possession limit and shooting hours. Staff recommends the following season dates.  

- High Plains Unit:    One week prior to general duck season (Oct. 3-4, 
2015) 

- Low Plains Early Zone  One week prior to general duck season (Oct. 3-4, 
2015) 

- Low Plains Late Zone  One week prior to general duck season (Oct. 24-25, 2015) 
- Low Plains Southeast Zone One week prior to general duck season (Nov. 7-8, 2015) 

 
CANADA, WHITE-FRONTED, BRANT, AND LIGHT GEESE  
Staff recommends adopting a 105-day season for dark geese (Canada geese or any other dark goose 
species except white-fronted geese): and light geese (Snow and Ross’s) and Option B (88-day 
season with a bag limit of 2) for white-fronted geese. Adopt Federal Frameworks for daily bag 
limit, possession limit for light and whited fronted geese, and daily bag limit of 6 dark geese with 
18 in possession and Federal Framework for shooting hours. Staff recommends the following 
season dates. 
o Dark Geese:  Oct.  31 - Nov. 1, 2015 and Nov. 4, 2015 - 

Feb. 14, 2016 
o White-fronted geese: Oct.  31, 2015 - Jan. 3, 2016 

and Jan 23 - Feb. 14, 2016 
o Light Geese:  Oct.  31 - Nov. 1, 2015 and Nov 4, 

2015 - Feb. 14, 2016 
- Light Goose Conservation Order:  Feb. 15 - April 30, 

2016 
 
EXTENDED FALCONRY SEASON 
Staff recommends adopting a 15-day season in the in the Low Plains Unit (See figure 1 for 
Kansas’s Duck Hunting Zone Map). Adopt Federal Frameworks for daily bag limit, possession 
limit and hawking hours. Staff recommends the following season dates. 
  

- High Plains Unit:    Closed to extended falconry season  
- Low Plains Early Zone  Feb. 25 - March 10, 2016   
- Low Plains Late Zone  Feb. 25 - March 10, 2016   
- Low Plains Southeast Zone Feb. 25 - March 10, 2016   

 



Figure 1.  Kansas Duck Hunting Zones 
 

 



Table 1. Historic season dates by zone in Kansas from 1992 to 2014.  

Year Season Days High Plains (HP) Low Plains Early Low Plains Late Low Plains Southeast 

2014 74 +23 HP Oct 11 - Dec 8 
Dec 20 - Jan 25 

Oct 11 - Dec 7 
Dec 20 - Jan 4 

Nov 01 – Jan 04 
Jan 17 - Jan 25 

Nov 8 – Nov 9 
Nov 15 - Jan 25 

2013 74 +23 HP Oct 5 - Dec 2 
Dec 21 - Jan 26 

Oct 5 - Dec 1 
Dec 21 - Jan 5 

Oct 26 - Dec 29 
Jan 18 - Jan 26 

Nov 2 – Nov 3 
Nov 16 - Jan 26 

2012 74 +23 HP Oct 6 - Dec 30 Jan 
19 - Jan 27 

Oct 6 - Dec 2 
Dec 15- Dec 30 

Oct 27 - Dec 30 
Jan 19 - Jan 27 Nov 15 - Jan 27 

2011 74 +23 HP Oct 8 - Jan 2 
Jan 21 - Jan 29 

Oct 8 - Dec 4 
Dec 17 - Jan 1 

Oct 29 - Jan 1 
Jan 21 - Jan 29 

Nov 5 - Jan 8 
Jan 21 - Jan 29 

2010 74 +23 HP Oct 9 - Jan 3 
Jan 22 - Jan 30 

Oct 9 - Dec 5 
Dec 18 - Jan 2 

Oct 30 - Jan 2 
Jan 22 - Jan 30 -- 

2009 74 +23 HP Oct 10 - Jan 5 
Jan 23 - Jan 31 

Oct 10 - Dec 6 
Dec 19 - Jan 3 

Oct 31 - Jan 3 
Jan 23 - Jan 31 

-- 

2008 74 +23 HP Oct 4 - Dec 30 
Jan 17 - Jan 25 

Oct 11- Dec 7 
Dec 20 - Jan 4 

Oct 25 - Dec 28 
Jan 17 - Jan 25 

-- 

2007 74 +23 HP Oct 6 - Jan 1 
Jan 19 - Jan 27 

Oct 13 - Dec 9 
Dec 15 - Dec 30 

Oct 27 - Dec 30 
Jan 19 - Jan 27 

-- 

2006 74 +23 HP Oct 7 - Jan 2 
Jan 20 - Jan 28 

Oct 14 - Dec 10 
Dec 16 - Dec 31 

Oct 28 - Dec 31 
Jan 20 - Jan 28 

-- 

2005 74 +23 HP Oct 8 - Jan 3 
Jan 21 - Jan 29 

Oct 15 - Dec 11 
Dec 17 - Jan 1 

Oct 29 - Jan 1 
Jan 21 - Jan 29 

-- 

2004 74 +23 HP Oct 9 - Jan 4 
Jan 22 - Jan 30 

Oct 9 - Dec  12 
Dec 25 - Jan 2 

Oct 30 - Jan 2 
Jan 22 - Jan 30 

-- 

2003 74 +23 HP Oct 11 - Jan 6 
Jan 17 - Jan 25 

Oct 11 - Dec 14 
Dec 26 -  Jan 3 

Oct 25 - Nov 2 
Nov 8 - Jan 11 

-- 

2002 74 +23 HP Oct 12 - Jan 7 
Jan 18 - Jan 26 

Oct 12 - Dec 15 
Dec 24 - Jan 1 

Oct 26 - Nov 3 
Nov 9 - Jan 12 

-- 

2001 74 +23 HP Oct 6 - Jan 1 
Jan 12 - Jan 20 

Oct 13 - Dec 16 
Dec 24 - Jan 1 

Oct 27 - Nov 4 
Nov 10 - Jan 13 

-- 

2000 74 +23 HP Sep 30 - Jan 1 
Jan 19 - Jan 21 

Oct 7 - Dec 10 
Dec 23 - Dec 31 

Oct 21 - Oct 29 
Nov 4 - Jan 7 

-- 

1999 74 +23 HP Oct 2 - Jan 2 
Jan 20 - Jan 23 

Oct 9 - Dec 12 
Dec 25 - Jan 2 

Oct 23 - Oct 31 
Nov 6 - Jan 9 

-- 

1998 74 +23 HP Oct 3 - Jan 3 
Jan 14 - Jan 17 

Oct 10 - Dec 13 
Dec 26 - Jan 3 

Oct 24 - Nov 1 
Nov 7 - Jan 10 

-- 

1997 74 +23 HP Oct 4 - Jan 4 
Jan 15 - Jan 18 

Oct 4 - Dec 7 
Dec 20 - Dec 28 

Oct 25 - Dec 14 
Dec 20 - Jan 11 

-- 

1996 60 +23HP Oct 12 - Dec 1 
Dec 7 - Jan 7 

Oct 12 - Dec 1 
Dec 21 - Dec 29 

Nov 2 - Dec 15 
Dec 21 - Jan 5 

-- 

1995 60 +23HP 
Sep 30 - Oct 3 

Oct 14 -  Dec 17 
Dec 23 - Jan 5 

Oct 21 - Oct 29 
Nov 11 - Dec 17 
Dec 23 - Jan 5 

-- -- 

1994 49 +12 HP 
Oct 15 - Oct 31 
Nov 11 - Dec 11 
Dec 21 - Jan 2 

Oct 22 - Oct 31 
Nov 11 - Dec 11 
Dec 26 - Jan 2 

-- -- 

1993 39 +12HP 
Oct 16 - Oct 31 
Nov 13 - Dec 5 
Dec 22 - Jan 1 

Oct 23 - Oct 31 
Nov 13 - Dec 12 

-- -- 

1992 39 +12HP 
Oct 17 - Nov 8 
Nov 21 - Dec 6 
Dec 26 - Jan 6 

Oct 31 - Nov 13 
Nov 21 - Dec 6 
Dec 26 - Jan 3 

-- -- 



Table 2. Preliminary 2015 duck population and pond estimates from the annual Waterfowl 
Breeding Population and Habitat Survey and comparison to 2014 and long-term average. 
(Numbers are in millions) 

Species 2015 2014 2013 2012 % Change 
from 2014 

% Change from 
Long-Term 

Average 
Mallard 11.6 10.9 10.4 10.6 +7% +51% 
Gadwall 3.8 3.8 3.4 3.6 +1% +100% 
American Wigeon 3.0 3.1 2.7 2.1 -3% +17% 
Green-winged 
Teal 4.1 3.4 3.1 3.5 +19% +98% 

Blue-winged Teal 8.5 8.5 7.7 9.2 0% +73% 
Northern Shoveler 4.4 5.3 4.8 5 -17% +75% 
Northern Pintail 3.0 3.2 3.3 3.5 -6% -24% 
Redhead 1.2 1.3 1.2 1.3 -6% +71% 
Canvasback 0.8 0.7 0.8 0.8 11% +30% 
Scaup 4.4 4.6 4.2 5.2 -5% -13% 
Total Ducks 49.5 49.2 45.6 48.6 +1% +43% 
May Pond Counts 3.3 7.2 6.9 5.5 -12% +21% 

  

Figure 1. Estimates active duck hunters and duck harvest in Kansas from 1999 to 2014 as 
estimated by the Harvest Information Program.  

 



 

Table 3. Estimates of active duck hunters, regular season duck harvest, and average duck per 
hunter, average seasonal bag per hunter, and total duck hunter days in Kansas from 1999 to 2014 
as estimated by the Harvest Information Program.  

Year Active Duck 
Hunters 

Regular Season 
Duck Harvest 

Average Duck 
Hunter Days 

Average 
Seasonal Duck 

Bag 

Duck 
Hunter 
Days 

1999 16,900 203,226 7.5 13.9 126,800 
2000 14,900 195,555 7.2 15.2 107,400 
2001 16,344 168,267 6.2 11.1 100,989 
2002 15,426 202,093 6.7 13.9 102,744 
2003 15,100 203,184 7.1 15.5 107,600 
2004 19,200 249,126 6.5 14.2 124,000 
2005 11,600 145,413 7.6 13.7 87,700 
2006 12,663 133,701 6.7 12.8 85,416 
2007 13,021 135,523 6.3 12.7 82,149 
2008 16,531 208,056 6.4 13.9 106,154 
2009 14,259 176,862 6.5 13.6 92,081 
2010 13,053 168,422 6.1 14.3 79,064 
2011 13,534 178,112 7.1 15.0 96,138 
2012 12,739 150,901 7.1 13.7 90,851 
2013 16,847 235,335 6.3 15.8 105,344 
2014 17,684 188,655 5.8 15.9 101,802 

Long-term  
Average 14,988 183,902 6.7 14.1 99,765 

% Change  
from 2013 +5.0% -19.8% -7.8% +0.6% -3.4% 

% Change  
from LTA +18.0% +2.6% -13.8% +129% +2.0% 



Table 4. Duck species composition in the Kansas regular duck season harvest from 1999 to 2014 as estimated by the Harvest 
Information Program.  

Year 
Total 
Duck 

Harvest 
Mallard Gadwall 

Green-
winged 

Teal 

Blue-
winged 

Teal 
Pintail American 

Wigeon 
Northern 
Shoveler 

Wood 
Duck 

Diving 
Ducks*  

1999 203,226 114,167 27,189 21,918 6,936 5,410 7,075 4,578 4,439 10,404  
2000 195,555 102,846 29,363 27,872 2,385 7,453 12,520 1,789 2,683 7,154  
2001 168,267 97,739 19,154 20,049 1,074 7,339 6,265 3,401 3,938 8,055  
2002 202,093 93,112 36,572 31,423 3,468 4,624 13,032 3,783 3,153 10,614  
2003 203,184 95,711 41,063 24,536 4,258 4,157 15,513 4,258 3,751 8,315  
2004 249,126 133,582 41,374 29,012 6,812 3,280 13,371 5,298 3,027 10,595  
2005 145,413 84,193 21,629 13,197 1,588 3,666 7,332 4,277 1,589 7,453  
2006 133,701 55,780 30,594 11,156 1,183 2,704 7,944 6,254 2,874 14,198  
2007 135,523 61,041 27,687 22,182 1,296 2,591 6,638 4,210 1,133 7,125  
2008 208,056 98,160 34,080 22,560 3,840 6,872 17,760 2,400 3,600 16,864  
2009 176,862 80,574 27,589 23,569 3,654 5,664 11,511 7,674 3,106 11,876  
2010 168,422 76,639 30,940 15,276 3,366 5,437 8,415 9,321 3,366 14,369  
2011 178,112 85,163 29,553 18,113 4,131 5,243 8,262 8,262 2,224 14,777  
2012 150,901 78,157 32,473 9,232 1,910 6,367 7,959 2,706 1,114 9,869  
2013 235,335 94,432 34,188 32,861 20,414 12,115 9,460 12,945 2,655 15,435  
2014 188,655 114,517 13,648 22,067 11,225 4,847 4,975 4,592 1,403 10,716  

Long-term 
Average 

183,902 91,613 29,819 21,564 4,846 5,486 9,877 5,359 2,753 11,114  

% Change 
from 2013 

-19.8% 21.3% -60.1% -32.8% -45.0% -60.0% -47.4% -64.5% -47.2% -30.6%  

% Change 
from LTA 

2.6% 25.0% -54.2% 2.3% 131.6% -11.6% -49.6% -14.3% -49.0% -3.6%  

* includes redhead, canvasback, ring-necked duck, lesser scaup, greater scaup, goldeneye and ruddy duck 



Table 2. Historic general goose season in Kansas from 2006 to 2014.  

Season Canada 
Goose 

Light 
Goose 

White-fronted 
Goose 

2014 Nov 01 - Nov  09 
Nov  12 - Feb  15 

Nov 01 - Nov  09 
Nov  12 - Feb  15 

Nov 01 - Dec 14  
Jan 17 - Feb 15 

2013 Oct  26 - Nov  03 
Nov  06 - Feb  09 

Oct  26 - Nov  03 
Nov  06 - Feb  09 

Oct 26 - Dec 29 
Feb 01 - Feb 09 

2012 Oct  27 - Nov  04 
Nov  07 - Feb  10 

Oct  27 - Nov  04 
Nov  07 - Feb  10 

Oct 27 - Dec 30 
Feb 02 - Feb 10 

2011 Oct  29 - Nov  06 
Nov  09 - Feb  12 

Oct  29 - Nov  06 
Nov  09 - Feb  12 

Oct 29 - Jan 01 
Feb 04 - Feb 12 

2010 Oct  30 - Nov  07 
Nov  10 - Feb  13 

Oct  30 - Nov  07 
Nov  10 - Feb  13 

Oct 30 - Nov 07 
Nov 10 - Jan 02 
Feb 05 - Feb 13 

2009 Oct  31 - Nov  08 
Nov  11 - Feb  14 

Oct  31 - Nov  08 
Nov  11 - Feb  14 

Oct 31 - Nov 08 
Nov 11 - Jan 03 
Feb 06 - Feb 14 

2008 Oct  25 - Oct  26 
Nov  05 - Feb  15 

Oct  25 - Oct  26 
Nov  05 - Feb  15 

Oct 25 - Oct 26 
Nov 05 - Jan 04 
Feb 07 - Feb 15 

2007 Oct  27 Oct  28 
Nov  07 - Feb  17 

Oct  27 Oct  28 
Nov  07 - Feb  17 

Oct 27 - Oct 28 
Nov 07 - Jan 06 
Feb 09 - Feb 17 

2006 Oct  28 - Oct  29 
Nov  08 - Feb  18 

Oct  28 - Oct  29 
Nov  08 - Feb  18 

Oct 28 - Oct 29 
Nov 08 - Jan 07 
Feb 10 - Feb 18 

 

Figure 3. Estimates active goose hunters and goose harvest in Kansas from 1999 to 2014 as 
estimated by the Harvest Information Program.  

 



Table 5. Estimates of active goose hunters, total season goose harvest, average goose per hunter, average seasonal bag per hunter, total 
goose hunter days, and regular season harvest for Canada, light goose and white-fronted geese in Kansas from 1999 to 2014 as 
estimated by the Harvest Information Program.  

Year 
Active 
Goose 

Hunters 

Total 
Goose 

Harvest 

Avg. 
Goose 

Hunter 
Days 

Avg. 
Goose 

Seasonal 
Bag 

Goose 
Hunter 
Days 

Canada 
Goose 

Harvest 

Light 
Goose 

Harvest 

White-
fronted 
Goose 

Harvest 

Light Goose 
Conservation 

Season 

1999 14,400 85,700 6.5 5.9 93,300 66,255 12,048 5,476 11,165 
2000 17,300 119,000 6.5 6.9 112,200 98,005 8,164 11,303 11,937 
2001 15,715 87,499 5.7 5.6 89,663 72,707 4,405 4,721 35,138 
2002 15,248 115,400 5.2 7.6 79,771 80,982 18,222 8,966 17,087 
2003 16,100 159,700 7.2 9.9 116,200 123,866 19,263 9,735 65,608 
2004 15,500 103,700 6.3 6.7 98,000 80,118 16,481 5,688 25,272 
2005 12,000 108,300 7.1 9.1 84,800 99,178 3,689 970 18,802 
2006 12,038 90,400 5.1 7.5 60,994 59,566 12,848 2,336 12,711 
2007 14,294 84,699 5.6 5.9 79,723 59,968 10,943 13,788 4,260 
2008 14,692 120,900 5.7 8.2 83,525 87,067 12,540 16,325 11,924 
2009 12,213 115,201 6.5 9.4 78,955 92,267 4,267 12,267 15,244 
2010 10,700 75,800 5.3 7.1 56,936 66,494 4,459 4,847 53,863 
2011 12,900 91,653 5.9 7.1 75,795 51,900 19,876 19,877 62,092 
2012 11,207 92,367 6.5 8.3 73,084 72,204 13,016 7,127 72,447 
2013 15,543 151,837 5.7 9.8 88,386 108,657 27,253 15,927 92,825 
2014 13,716 218,285 5.9 15.9 80,287 166,812 32,409 19,064 55,271 

Long-term 
Average 

13,973 113,815 6.0 8.2 84,476 86,628 13,743 9,901 35,353 

% Change 
from 2013 

-11.8% +43.8% 2.8% +62.2% -9.2% +53.5% +18.9% +19.7% -40.5% 

% Change 
from LTA 

-1.8% +91.8% -3.1% +94.3% -5.0% +92.6% +135.8% +92.5% +56.3% 



  
 

Possible Low Plains Duck Season Dates 

Open 1 Close 1 Open 2 Close 2 
Sat Oct-03-2015 Sun Nov-29-2015 Sat Dec-05-2015 Sun Dec-20-2015 
Sat Oct-03-2015 Sun Nov-29-2015 Sat Dec-12-2015 Sun Dec-27-2015 
Sat Oct-03-2015 Sun Nov-29-2015 Sat Dec-19-2015 Sun Jan-03-2016 
Sat Oct-03-2015 Sun Dec-06-2015 Sat Dec-19-2015 Sun Dec-27-2015 
Sat Oct-03-2015 Sun Dec-06-2015 Sat Dec-26-2015 Sun Jan-03-2016 
Sat Oct-03-2015 Sun Dec-06-2015 Sat Jan-23-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-03-2015 Sun Dec-13-2015 Sat Dec-19-2015 Sun Dec-20-2015 
Sat Oct-03-2015 Sun Dec-13-2015 Sat Dec-26-2015 Sun Dec-27-2015 
Sat Oct-03-2015 Sun Dec-13-2015 Sat Jan-02-2016 Sun Jan-03-2016 
Sat Oct-03-2015 Sun Dec-13-2015 Sat Jan-30-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-03-2015 Tue Dec-15-2015   

    
Sat Oct-10-2015 Sun Nov-29-2015 Sat Dec-05-2015 Sun Dec-27-2015 
Sat Oct-10-2015 Sun Nov-29-2015 Sat Dec-12-2015 Sun Jan-03-2016 
Sat Oct-10-2015 Sun Dec-06-2015 Sat Dec-12-2015 Sun Dec-27-2015 
Sat Oct-10-2015 Sun Dec-06-2015 Sat Dec-19-2015 Sun Jan-03-2016 
Sat Oct-10-2015 Sun Dec-13-2015 Sat Dec-19-2015 Sun Dec-27-2015 
Sat Oct-10-2015 Sun Dec-13-2015 Sat Dec-26-2015 Sun Jan-03-2016 
Sat Oct-10-2015 Sun Dec-13-2015 Sat Jan-23-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-10-2015 Sun Dec-20-2015 Sat Dec-26-2015 Sun Dec-27-2015 
Sat Oct-10-2015 Sun Dec-20-2015 Sat Jan-02-2016 Sun Jan-03-2016 
Sat Oct-10-2015 Sun Dec-20-2015 Sat Jan-30-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-10-2015 Tue Dec-22-2015   

    
Sat Oct-17-2015 Sun Oct-18-2015 Sat Oct-24-2015 Sun Jan-03-2016 
Sat Oct-17-2015 Sun Dec-06-2015 Sat Dec-12-2015 Sun Jan-03-2016 
Sat Oct-17-2015 Sun Dec-13-2015 Sat Dec-19-2015 Sun Jan-03-2016 
Sat Oct-17-2015 Sun Dec-20-2015 Sat Dec-26-2015 Sun Jan-03-2016 
Sat Oct-17-2015 Sun Dec-27-2015 Sat Jan-02-2016 Sun Jan-03-2016 
Sat Oct-17-2015 Tue Dec-29-2015   

    
Sat Oct-24-2015 Sun Oct-25-2015 Sat Nov-21-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-24-2015 Sun Nov-01-2015 Sat Nov-28-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-24-2015 Sun Nov-08-2015 Sat Dec-05-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-24-2015 Sun Nov-15-2015 Sat Dec-12-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-24-2015 Sun Nov-22-2015 Sat Dec-19-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-24-2015 Sun Nov-29-2015 Sat Dec-26-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-24-2015 Sun Dec-06-2015 Sat Jan-02-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-24-2015 Sun Dec-13-2015 Sat Jan-09-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-24-2015 Sun Dec-20-2015 Sat Jan-16-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-24-2015 Sun Dec-27-2015 Sat Jan-23-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-24-2015 Sun Jan-03-2016 Sat Jan-30-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-24-2015 Tue Jan-05-2016   



  
 

    
Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Nov-01-2015 Sat Nov-21-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Nov-08-2015 Sat Nov-28-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Nov-15-2015 Sat Dec-05-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Nov-22-2015 Sat Dec-12-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Nov-29-2015 Sat Dec-19-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Dec-06-2015 Sat Dec-26-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Dec-13-2015 Sat Jan-02-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Dec-20-2015 Sat Jan-09-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Dec-27-2015 Sat Jan-16-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Jan-03-2016 Sat Jan-23-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Jan-10-2016 Sat Jan-30-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Tue Jan-12-2016   

    
Sat Nov-07-2015 Sun Dec-13-2015 Sat Dec-19-2015 Sun Jan-24-2016 
Sat Nov-07-2015 Sun Nov-08-2015 Sat Nov-21-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-07-2015 Sun Nov-15-2015 Sat Nov-28-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-07-2015 Sun Nov-22-2015 Sat Dec-05-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-07-2015 Sun Nov-29-2015 Sat Dec-12-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-07-2015 Sun Dec-06-2015 Sat Dec-19-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-07-2015 Sun Dec-13-2015 Sat Dec-26-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-07-2015 Sun Dec-20-2015 Sat Jan-02-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-07-2015 Sun Dec-27-2015 Sat Jan-09-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-07-2015 Sun Jan-03-2016 Sat Jan-16-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-07-2015 Sun Jan-10-2016 Sat Jan-23-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-07-2015 Tue Jan-19-2016   

    
Sat Nov-14-2015 Sun Nov-15-2015 Sat Nov-21-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-14-2015 Sun Nov-22-2015 Sat Nov-28-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-14-2015 Sun Nov-29-2015 Sat Dec-05-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-14-2015 Sun Dec-06-2015 Sat Dec-12-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-14-2015 Sun Dec-13-2015 Sat Dec-19-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-14-2015 Sun Dec-20-2015 Sat Dec-26-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-14-2015 Sun Dec-27-2015 Sat Jan-02-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-14-2015 Sun Jan-03-2016 Sat Jan-09-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-14-2015 Sun Jan-10-2016 Sat Jan-16-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-14-2015 Sun Jan-17-2016 Sat Jan-23-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-14-2015 Sun Jan-24-2016 Sat Jan-30-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Nov-14-2015 Tue Jan-26-2016   
Thu Nov-19-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016   

 

 



  
 

Possible High Plains Duck Season Dates 

Open 1 Close 1 Open 2 Close 2 
Sat Oct-03-2015 Mon Nov-30-2015 Sat Dec-26-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-03-2015 Mon Dec-07-2015 Sat Jan-02-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-03-2015 Mon Dec-14-2015 Sat Jan-09-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-03-2015 Mon Dec-21-2015 Sat Jan-16-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-03-2015 Mon Dec-28-2015 Sat Jan-23-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-03-2015 Mon Jan-04-2016 Sat Jan-30-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-03-2015 Wed Jan-06-2016   

    
Sat Oct-10-2015 Mon Nov-30-2015 Sat Dec-19-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-10-2015 Mon Dec-07-2015 Sat Dec-26-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-10-2015 Mon Dec-14-2015 Sat Jan-02-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-10-2015 Mon Dec-21-2015 Sat Jan-09-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-10-2015 Mon Dec-28-2015 Sat Jan-16-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-10-2015 Mon Jan-04-2016 Sat Jan-23-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-10-2015 Wed Jan-13-2016   

    
Sat Oct-17-2015 Mon Nov-30-2015 Sat Dec-12-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-17-2015 Mon Dec-07-2015 Sat Dec-19-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-17-2015 Mon Dec-14-2015 Sat Dec-26-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-17-2015 Mon Dec-21-2015 Sat Jan-02-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-17-2015 Mon Dec-28-2015 Sat Jan-09-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-17-2015 Mon Jan-04-2016 Sat Jan-16-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-17-2015 Mon Jan-11-2016 Sat Jan-23-2016 Sun Jan-31-2016 
Sat Oct-17-2015 Wed Jan-20-2016   

    
Wed Oct-28-2015 Sun Jan-31-2016   

  



  
 

 

Possible Goose Season Dates 

Canada & Light Goose  
 

Open 1 Close 1 Open 2 Close 2 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Fri Feb-12-2016   
Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Nov-01-2015 Wed Nov-04-2015 Sun Feb-14-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Mon Nov-02-2015 Thu Nov-05-2015 Sun Feb-14-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Tue Nov-03-2015 Fri Nov-06-2015 Sun Feb-14-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Nov-08-2015 Wed Nov-11-2015 Sun Feb-14-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Jan-03-2016 Wed Jan-06-2016 Sun Feb-14-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Wed Jan-20-2016 Sat Jan-23-2016 Sun Feb-14-2016 

Mon Nov-02-2015 Sun Feb-14-2016  
      
      
      

White-fronts – 88 Day Season 

Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Jan-03-2016 Sat Jan-23-2016 Sun Feb-14-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Dec-27-2015 Sat Jan-16-2016 Sun Feb-14-2016 

      
      

White-fronts – 74 Day Season 
 

Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Dec-20-2015 Sat Jan-23-2016 Sun Feb-14-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Dec-27-2015 Sat Jan-30-2016 Sun Feb-14-2016 
Sat Oct-31-2015 Sun Jan-03-2016 Sat Feb-06-2016 Sun Feb-14-2016 
Sat Nov-07-2015 Sun Jan-03-2016 Sat Jan-23-2016 Sun Feb-07-2016 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

Secretary’s Resolution 
 
 

2015 KANSAS FREE PARK ENTRANCE DAYS 
 
Under authorities contained in K.S.A. 32-901(f), the following additional date is added to the 
already scheduled Free Park Entrance Days. 
 
 
September 26 – All State Parks – Kick-Off Event for Blue Cross Blue Shield of Kansas 

partnership. 
 
is established as an additional “2015 Free Park Entrance Day.” All persons may enter Kansas 
state parks listed above free-of-charge on the date specified. All residents and visitors to the State 
of Kansas are encouraged to use this opportunity to enjoy our outdoor recreational resources. 
 
 

_______________   ____________________________________ 
Date     Robin Jennison, Secretary 

      Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks & Tourism 
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