Mound City District Fisheries Report
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Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism: Fisheries Division

District impoundments includePomona Reservoir; La CydgrReservoir; Bourbon State Fishing Lake;

Richmond City Lake; Pleasanton Old, West and East City Lakes; Parker City Lake; Prescott Cit

Mound City Lake; Critzer Lake; Blue Mound City Lake; Linn County Strip Pits; EIm Creek Lake; Ce

Lake; Ft St City Lake; Rock Creek Lake; Ft Scott Community Cqllegst and West Lakes; Ft Scott
Gunn Parlc Fern and West Lakes.

Public Partially Accessible Riveidarais des Cygnes River, Marmaton River, Little Osage River.

| want to begin this newsletter by thanking athe
people who carried some of my project while | was FALL 2016 Issue

gone. Back to WORK,

At the end oMarch2015 while cocaption of the THANKS

. . . . News and Updates

Hillsdale Wf':llleye egdaking project, | sl!pped and - Pomona Res. Receives walle
fell, detaching my rotator cuff and tearin@ny stocking

other valuabléodyparts.Fortunatelyafter surgery Habitat Cubes

10 months later and@notheifive months of rehab, | La Cygne Reservoir Creel
was able to return to my duties as a fisheries Censs

management biologist.

ThreeCommunity Fisheries
Assistance Program Projects
Fishing Forecast

28" Annual Fishing Derby

| want to say thanks to my replacement Sydney
Hale andto Ft Scott Gunn P& manager, Todd
Farrel, who continued on with the construction
phase of the West Lake Renovation Project.
Thanks towildlife biologist, Justin Harbit,
conservatiorofficer, Jim Bussone, anfisheries
biologists, Rob Friggeri, Carson Cox, Justin
Mrrison,andLucas Kowaleweski who sampled
lakes in my district.

Without great people to work with my district
would have fell apart and our customers would
suffer.

I knowthese extra responsibilities made for some

very long weeks for youlhank you. I <
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News and Updates of the goals was to keep these cube clusters
accessible for bank fishermehrequest has been

POMONA RESERVOIR RECEIVES WALLEYE made for 30 cubes for Bourbon State FisHirake,
STOCKING. as well

This spring of 2016, 2 million walleye fry wer CREEL CENSUS AT LA CYGNE
stocked in Pomona Reservdiiurrently the walleye RESERVOIR

AW N £

population is low but this stocking should hopefully
boost and improve walleyaumbers, iereby
providing additional anglingppatunities at this
impoundmentWhen we stoclry we are looking at
the longterm, as these fish will take ges to reach
harvestable size&/early sampling efforts will

provide some insight on this developing popuwlati

Habitat Cubes

Fisheries districts throughout the state heaeeived
PVC aquatichabitat cubethat can be place to
enhance sport fish habitat in public waterse T
specific desigrof these cubes, referred to as
Georgia Cubes, are a combination ®Pand
corrugated tubingObservation has shown that not
only do sporfish appear to hurftom these cubes, Creel clerk Bob Calvergets ready to conduct a
but actually may be living in these cube clusters. creel censusat La Cygne Reservoir

Thecubes provide habitat for the fish, but as we
record the locations of the cubes, theyalse

meant to create additional angliopportunities for
fishermenMound City District eceived 27 Georgia
Cubes last springsydney Hale andistrict wildlife
biologistJustin Harbiassemble@nd placed these
cubes at specific sites ira Cygne Resenio The
cubes were sunk in clustersfivfe in the coves and
off the points around the marina, as well as in the
HorseRiding Trail Gove near the fisfeeder on the
southwest sideGPS coordinates for these clusters

In an effort tomonitor angler usage, fishing succefls
and fish populatios, a creel census under wayor

La Cygne Reservoifhis creel censubegan in
March and continues through Octolkigob Calvert

is our creel clerkand hehas lots of experience as
he has conducted similar work at Miami State

interview anglers and gather information about thigir
angling preferencesvhat kind of fish they are therg
to catch, how far they traveled to get thened
anglingsuccesslf the angler has harvested fjsh

Bob will look at the fish to identify and measuire

can be founan the ksoutdoors.com wetsiOne

Fishing LkeandLaCygne.Par t of Bop 0 s



Collectingthe mostaccurate information is
important to the outcoenof the projectTheentire
interview only takes a few minutes, bbet
information gathered helps management biolsgist
understand angler harvest rat@sgler distribution
andangler preferencedVith up-to-date anglefish-
harvest informationlake maagement can be
directed toward meeting the needsTdiis fresh
information also can help determine regulation and
stocking effectiveness.

Bob definitely knowshe best fishing baiaround

andhasthelatestii h dfishing information
available.So if you see Bob at tHea Cygne
Reservoir this seaspbe sure and spend a few
minutes with himAnd ANGLERS Thanks for your
time and help withite La Cygne @el Census.

WORKING TO IMPROVE ANGLING AND
ANGLER ACCESS

Always trying to improve fishing access for anglers
at community lakess a big responsibility for
fisheries biologist. One of our best tools is the
Community Fisheries Assistance Progr@@rAP).
This program provides funds and the expertise of
fisheriesbiologist to help communitiegmprove
andenhance fishing opportunitielglany of our
customers/anglers are older or bring their young
children and enjoy access to fishing that ssle
challenging.There werghreefantastc projects
completed recenthPaker City Lake floating dock,
Critzer Lake floating dock and the complete

renovation of The West Lake in Gunn Park at Ft
Scott.

| am highlighting some of these successful projedfs
CFAP projects on community lakes in my district.

Parker City Lake nowds a beautiful floating dock
to enhance angling opportunities.

Mound City District Fisheries Biologist Don
George at Parker City Lake witrewly placed
fishing access dock

The new fishing dock has a strong floatation syst{gm
that poduces a very solid structurghe sturdy
handrails enhance and provide a safe anea fo
fishing at Parker City Lakén addition the Parker

City Councilhasalso improved shoreline access,

the entrance road, bridge aadided restrooms to

this lake.All of these enhancements were eost
shared withCFAPfunds and supervised by the
district biologist.

| f vy oadkidgrfoe aclean, and fishindriendly
lake to take the faily, then try Parker City Lake.
Ités locatedl mile south of town and %2 mile west,
on thenorth side of the road. Have fun and catch
fish.



SR DA

This is the new dock at Critzeake.With this
design we should able to@mmodate boaters and
angling.Located adjacent to the double lane boat
ramp, this will help with loading and unloading of
boats while producing a very stable platform for
some angling especially for anglers who are
physically challengedl'o decrease maintenance and
construct a permanewalkway, we formed and
poured a concrete pad and sidewalk, starting at the
edge of the parking lot extendingttee base of the
floating dock.This concrete and walkway also
protects theier from erosion when the water level
at Critzer Reservoirs aboe normal.The current
dock design should easily allow for at8 4-foot
water level rise. This entire project was cedtared
with aCFAP grant in cooperation with Linn
County, which contributed much of the machine
time and laborTheMarais des Cygnes Blic
Wholesale WateBupply Number 13 also deserves
credit forgraciously alloving public useon the
lake.The lakeand land around #realsoenrolled
iNKDWP T 6 s-InWanting Programalowing
hunting on the projectseof this lake and lant
limited to hunting or fishing.

Har eds a pi ct ur ethefishfdeder|jt z
just went off,and you carsee the feed slick on the
waterAnd t hereds a coupl

the middleof a catfish feeding frenzy.he channel
catfish inthis lake are nice with a high percentage

of fish over 3 pounds.

FT. SCOTT GUNN PARK WEST LAKE

A picture at Gunn Park Westke, looking soutbf
the floating dock at the thresarthen piers.

This is one of my favorite project&/e were able to
perform agenesis project here at this lake. Toigy
park and lakevere constructed in the 1980y the
Works Progress AdministratidiVPA). And while
many of the WP Aprojects still stad and serve the
public todaythis lake dam needed some
enhancement and did thmeet new engineering
standards.

After a lot of calculating, measuring, designing, afgd
meeting with thd-t. ScottStaff ,we applied for a
CFAPgrant to renovate this laké/e were

fortunate and received the grant funds. Working ifp a
lake bottom has marproblems especiallyrain,

which caused many delayStarting with thedry old
lake, we cleaned out abo@0 years of soil

deposition. 8me of this mud/dirt was used to
reslope the lake shoreline and some was used to

createfive new earthen pierg desigred these piers
to be wide andiser friendly By constructing the
fishing piers we were able to double the fishing
usable shorelingndconsume tons of soaving
the cost of hauling bff andwe ended up with
structures that will last many years.



A new water outlet was constructedaetter
manage overflow wateA large,wide floating dock
with a roofand aconcrete sideway leading tonas
allo added t o t hTée flbating dotks
and closest pier are far enough away so anglers

w 0 nb@& in competition with each other.

This community building is adjacent to the west lglke
and is a tribute to the labors of the WPA.

This lake renovation project also compliments the
entire park, adding to the recreational opportuniti}s
of a very beautiful park. In the fahis park is
absolutely gorgeous.

The beautiful covered, floating dock at Gunn Park STOP AQUATIC
West Lake Note the earthen piers and fish feeders HITCHHIKERS!

i the background. /T
Floating fish feeders were added to boost the R A

. en you leave a bo water:
fo 0 d S u p p Iy an d p | aced | n areaS to mra * Remove any visible mud, plants, fish or animals before transporting equipment.

« Eliminate water from equipment before transporting.

fish to angler accessible ared$umerous iy S e o Y s s
structures made of plastizoxes made of st miia
wood palletsweresubmerged to improve
fish habitat And finally, asingle lake boat
ramp was constructdd further enhance this

project.

In June, at the Kansas Wildlife, Parks and
TourismCommission meeting and tour,
Secretary, Robin Jennison, in conjunction
with Ft. Scott City Manager, Dave Matrtin,
and other dignitariegut the ribbonand
officially openedthis great project to public
fishing and use.



Fishing Forecasts

Interested in Crappie fishirtis fall?

Try La Cygne Reservaoir, there is an excellent
white crappie population her with an abundance of
quality-size and larger fish, including some
memorable and trophy crappie.

PomonaReservoir has an abundant crappie
population as well, althougmmot quite as
comparable in size as La Cygrfish are in good
condition. Anglers are likely to catch numerous 10
inch and under fishwith asmall percentge larger.

Bourbon State Fishing Lakeblack and white
crappie population numbers are moderhtavever,
our sampling data showed that the majority of the
crappiearefairly large and opportunities of 10
inch-plus fish are readily available.

Bourbon County Cedar Creek Lakehas a great
population of white crappie, Wi many preferred
and memorablsized crappieanda snall
percentage of trophy fish. There &dd of cover to
fish around at this lakesobe cautious when boating
in these areas.

Ft. Scott Lake, Pleasanton Old and West, EIm
Creek Lake: All of these lakeprovide crappie
angling opportunitieshowever, crappie sizen
averagdends to be smaller

Mound City Lake: Although not at the top of the
samplinglist, consistentlynice crappiereproduced
from this lake every yeawith some very nice
crappieas long ad.2 inches.

Bass Fishing

There are bass fishing opportunities throughout the
district, butLa Cygne Reservoiris an exceptional
largemouth bass fishery. Population abundance is
highand sizesgreatSa mp|l i ng has
rare to se®- to 6-poundbassas well as fislup to 8
poundsFish the flooded weed beds and riprap rock
areas.

| like to remind people th&ourbon State Fishing
Lake, although not abundant with tropapd
memorable bass, has a respectable largemouth as

shown i

well asspotted baspopulation, which is fairly
unique for this areaAs a newer lake it may take
some time before we see memorable or trophy fis
but keepCritzer L ake mind. Ithas been stocked
multiple years with smallmouth bass, most recen
in 2015

Catfishing Opportunities

The good news ihe Mound City District has an
assortment of catfishing impoundments to choos¢
from, as channel cat are stocked in the majority @
thedistrict impoundments yearlyf you are looking
for a change of pace, try fishing flolue catfish at
La Cygne where there is a decent population,
although not overly abundant, sizable fish are takjp
out of this impoundment yearllso, respectable
flathead catfish can be foundRdmona and La
Cygne reservoirs

Walleye

Walleye have been stockederthe years in
multiple impoundmentwithin the district although
not always extremely successful, it is nice to kno
there are some additional angling opportunities
available.PomonaReservoiris at the top of the
list, followed byBourbon State Fishing Lake
(which was last stocked in 200#nda request has
been made for 20)6Critzer Lake, EIm Creek
Lake, Mound City Lake, andPleasanton East

White Bass and Wiper

PomonaandLaCygne Reservoirboth provide
great white bass and wiper populations. Also
Pleasanton East lake, which we will hopefully
have newdata on after 2016 sampling.

tds not




Kayaks are perfect fishing boats for many of the
Mound City District wate
biologist loves to see. This angler was having a
boatload of fun catching channel catfish beside the
fish feeder

Pictures from the 28" Annual Kids
Fishing Derby at The Linn County Fair

Casting for distance

Precision casting at mineral tubs

Each year for 28 yeal6DWPT has participated in
the Linn county Fair by organizirakids casting
and fishing cotest. |1 t abvays a fun time.

Thanks for reading the Fall 2016 Mound City
Fisheries District NewsletteRall sampling seaso

riSsupon pseoRce qgain apdy g looking foward
particippt i ng i n t hi s repatar
back to you with the datae collect this fall in the
Spring 2017 newsletteRish feeders are soon to
be turnedff and winterized fothe off seasorGo
fishing!

Questions or concerns in your fisheries district?
You can contact

Don George, Fisheries Biologist

315 Main, CourthowessMound City, KS 66056
Office (913) 7952218

Cell (620) 4324863
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