
El Cuartelejo pueblo as it may have appeared when occupied.

EL CUARTELEJO
Only Known Indian Pueblo in Kansas
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illow
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w
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m
ud. 

W
hen

first 
excavated, 

abundant 
char-

coal, 
burned 

tools, 
adobe, 

and
quantities of the charred corn w

ere
found, all evidence that the pueblo
had been destroyed by fire. T

here
w

ere no indications of doors or

w
indow

s, and sm
all paired post

holes in the corners of m
ost room

s
suggested 

entrance 
by 

ladders
through openings in the roof.

A
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1899 
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uch 
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disintegration 
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W
hen
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S

tate 
H
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ociety re-excavated the pueblo in
1970, 

portions 
of 
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o sections of the outer

w
all and several post holes w
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A
ccording to Spanish accounts,

tw
o groups of Pueblo Indians from

N
ew

 M
exico fled into the Plains to

escape Spanish rule. T
he first w

ere
the Taos Indians w

ho settled w
ith a

band of Plains A
pache about 1664

and 
rem

ained 
for 

several 
years.

T
heir village becam

e know
n as E

l
C

uartelejo and the local A
paches

as the C
uartelejo band. T

he second
w

ere 
P

icuris 
w

ho 
joined 

the
A

pache in 1696 and w
ere returned

to N
ew

 M
exico 10 years later by

Juan de U
libarri.

A
 

Spanish 
expedition 

of 
som

e
100 m

en under Pedro de V
illazur

cam
ped at E

l C
uartelejo in 1720 on

its w
ay north to determ

ine the loca-
tion and strength of the French to
the north and east. A

bout 150 m
iles

north, the Spanish w
ere attacked

and m
ost of them

 killed by Paw
nee

Indians said to be under French
direction. 

F
ollow

ing 
this, 

the
S

panish 
considered 

m
aking 

E
l

C
uartelejo a m

ilitary outpost but
the plan w

as dropped.
Indians reported French traders

at the settlem
ent in 1727. A

 few
years 

later, 
C

om
anche, 

U
te, 

and
P

aw
nee 

attacks 
forced 

the
C

uartelejo A
pache southw

ard out
of the Plains and E

l C
uartelejo w

as
abandoned.

In 
1889, 

archeological 
excava-

tions 
located 

and 
exposed 

the
low

er portions of stone w
alls of a

pueblo in Scott C
ounty, K

ansas.
T

he ruins together w
ith the recov-

ered artifacts, stone and bone tools,
ornam

ents and pottery shards char-
acteristic of Plains A

paches led to
the identification of this site as that
of the historic E

l C
uartelejo.

In 
1970, 

the 
K

ansas 
S

tate
H

istorical Society undertook addi-
tional archeological investigations
and reconstruction of the ruins as
they 

w
ere 

found 
in 

1899.
Interpretive m

arkers w
ere placed at

the site, and it is open to the public
throughout the year.

T
he Pueblo site is located w

ithin
the boundary of L

ake Scott State
P

ark 
and 

is 
m

aintained 
by 

the
K

ansas 
D

epartm
ent 

of 
W

ildlife,

Parks and Tourism
.

T
he park is located approxim

ate-
ly 12 m

iles north of Scott C
ity, by

w
ay 

of 
U

.S. 
83 

and 
K

ansas 
95

highw
ays. For additional inform

a-
tion, w

rite L
ake Scott State Park,

520 
W

est 
Scott 

L
ake 

D
r., 

Scott
C

ity, K
S  67871; or phone (316)

872-2061.
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Pueblo ruins in Scott C
ounty, K

ansas, investigated in 1899 by Prof.
W

illiston and recognized as E
l C

uartelejo.

R
uins of the pueblo w

ere re-constructed in 1971 by the K
ansas State

H
istorical Society at the E

l C
uartelejo site.
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